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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBTITLE B—NAVY PROGRAMS 

Section 112—Multiyear Procurement Authority for Arleigh Burke Class Destroyers 

This section would provide multiyear procurement authority for up to 15 
Flight III DDG-51 destroyers.  

Section 113—Authority for Certain Procurements for the Ship-to-Shore Connector 
Program 

This section would authorize the Secretary of the Navy to enter into one or 
more  contracts for up to 25 Ship-to-Shore craft and associated equipment. 

SUBTITLE C—AIR FORCE PROGRAMS 

Section 122—Modification of Minimum Inventory Requirement for Air Refueling 
Tanker Aircraft 

This section would set an air refueling minimum inventory of 466 tanker 
aircraft for fiscal year 2023 and prevent the Air Force from moving KC-135 aircraft 
from Primary Mission Aircraft Inventory to Backup Aircraft Inventory in the Air 
Force Guard and Reserve. 

Section 125—Prohibition on Availability of Funds for Retirement of C-40 Aircraft 

This section would prohibit the Air Force from spending funds to retire, 
prepare to retire, place in storage or put in backup aircraft inventory any C-40 
aircraft. 

Section 127—Minimum Inventory of C-130 Aircraft 

This section would keep the C-130 total aircraft inventory at 271 with a 
sunset date of October 1, 2028.  

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 
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SUBTITLE C—NAVAL VESSELS AND SHIPYARDS 

Section 1021—Navy Consultation with Marine Corps on Major Decisions Directly 
Concerning Marine Corps Amphibious Force Structure and Capability 

This section would amend section 8026 of title 10, United States Code, and 
require consultation with the Commandant of the Marine Corps on major decisions 
directly concerning naval amphibious force structure and capabilities.  

Section 1022—Number of Navy Operational Amphibious Ships 

This section would amend section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, and 
provide a statutory floor for the minimum number of amphibious ships the 
Secretary is required to have in service.  

Section 1023—Availability of Funds for Retirement or Inactivation of Landing Dock 
Ships 

This section would prohibit retirement or inactivation of the USS 
Germantown (LSD-42), USS Gunston Hall (LSD-44), USS Tortuga (LSD-46), and 
USS Ashland (LSD-48).  

Section 1024—Availability of Funds for Retirement or Inactivation of Guided 
Missile Cruisers 

This section would prohibit the retirement of greater than four guided 
missile cruisers, and specify that the USS Vicksburg shall not be one of the four 
ships retired. 

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL 
SECURITY AUTHORIZATIONS AND OTHER 

AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME SECURITY 

LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS 

SUBTITLE A—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 

Section 3501—Authorization of the Maritime Administration 

This section would authorize funds for the Maritime Administration. 
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Section 3502—Secretary of Transportation Responsibility with Respect to Cargoes 
Procured, Furnished, or Financed by Other Federal Departments and Agencies 

This section would require the Maritime Administrator to issue a final rule 
to implement and enforce section 55305(d) of title 46, United States Code.  

This section would also amend section 55305(d)(2)(A) of title 46, United 
States Code, and require the Secretary of Transportation to submit an annual 
report on the underlying programs to the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate.   

Section 3503—United States Marine Highway Program 

This section would amend section 55601 of title 46, United States Code, 
rename the Marine Highways Transportation Program as United States Marine 
Highway Program, and make substantive changes to program execution. 

Section 3504—Multistate, State, and Regional Transportation Planning 

This section would amend chapter 556 of title 46, United States Code, and 
create a new section 55603: Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning. 

SUBTITLE B—MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY 

Section 3511—Appointment of Superintendent of United States Merchant Marine 
Academy 

This section would amend section 51301 of title 46, United States Code, and 
clarify the eligibility requirements to become the Superintendent of the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy. 

SUBTITLE C—VESSELS 

Section 3521—Waiver of Navigation and Vessel-Inspection Laws 

This section would amend section 501 of title 46, United States Code, and 
make changes to vessel-inspection laws and waiver requirements. 

Section 3522—Certificates of Numbers for Undocumented Vessels 

This section would amend section 12304(a) of title 46, United States Code, 
and make changes to the number certificate format. 

Section 3523—Recapitalization of National Defense Reserve Fleet 
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This section would direct the Secretary of Transportation to direct the 
Maritime Administrator to carry out a program to design and construct up to 10 
sealift vessels.  

SUBTITLE D—REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 

Section 3531—Port and Intermodal Improvement Program Grants for Emission 
Mitigation Measures 

This section would authorize the Secretary of Transportation to make 
grants during fiscal years 2023-2027 under section 54301 of title 46, United States 
Code, to provide for emission mitigation measures. 

Section 3532—National Maritime Transportation Report and Strategy 

This section would require the Secretary of Defense to submit a report on 
National Maritime Transportation that analyzes the decline in United States-flag 
vessels participating in international trade, and the resultant national security 
implications.  

This section would also require the Secretary of Defense to submit a 
National Maritime Strategy that seeks to grow shipping by United States-flag and 
United States-owned vessels, and that grows the United States shipbuilding 
industrial base. 
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5 

SEC. 112 øLog 74780¿. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHOR-1

ITY FOR ARLEIGH BURKE CLASS DESTROY-2

ERS. 3

(a) FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.— 4

(1) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following 5

findings: 6

(A) The DDG Flight III destroyer is the 7

most capable large surface combatant in the 8

world-wide inventory of the Department of De-9

fense. 10

(B) The Department plans to retire 18 11

large surface combatants over the next five 12

years. 13

(C) Under the future-years defense plan, 14

the Department plans to procure two DDGs per 15

year over the next five years. 16

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 17

Congress that— 18

(A) the loss of aggregate fire power due to 19

the retirement of 18 large surface combatants 20

over the next five years is cause for concern; 21

(B) the Department should continue to 22

procure large surface combatants at the fastest 23

possible rate based on industrial base capacity; 24

and 25
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(C) the Department should maximize sav-1

ings and provide stability to the large surface 2

combatant industrial base through the use of 3

multiyear procurement contracts for the max-4

imum number of ships, realized at a consistent 5

number of ships per year. 6

(b) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT.—7

Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, 8

the Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more 9

multiyear contracts for the procurement of up to 15 10

Arleigh Burke class Flight III guided missile destroyers. 11

(c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The12

Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more con-13

tracts, beginning in fiscal year 2023, for advance procure-14

ment associated with the destroyers for which authoriza-15

tion to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is pro-16

vided under subsection (b), and for systems and sub-17

systems associated with such destroyers in economic order 18

quantities when cost savings are achievable. 19

(d) CONDITION FOR OUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-20

MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (b) 21

shall provide that any obligation of the United States to 22

make a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after 23

fiscal year 2023 is subject to the availability of appropria-24

tions or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year. 25
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(e) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Navy may1

not modify a contract entered into under subsection (b) 2

if the modification would increase the target price of the 3

destroyer by more than 10 percent above the target price 4

specified in the original contract or the destroyer under 5

subsection (b). 6
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SEC. 113 [Log 75460]. AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN PROCURE-1

MENTS FOR THE SHIP-TO-SHORE CON-2

NECTOR PROGRAM. 3

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the 4

Navy may enter into one or more contracts, beginning 5

with fiscal year 2023, for the procurement of up to 25 6

Ship-to-Shore Connector class craft and associated mate-7

rial. 8

(b) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into under 9

subsection (a) shall provide that— 10

(1) any obligation of the United States to make 11

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-12

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and 13

(2) that total liability of the Federal Govern-14

ment for termination of any contract entered into 15

shall be limited to the total amount of funding obli-16

gated to the contract at time of termination. 17
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SEC. 122 øLog 74800¿. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM INVEN-1

TORY REQUIREMENT FOR AIR REFUELING 2

TANKER AIRCRAFT. 3

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.— 4

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 9062(j) of title 10, 5

United States Code, is amended— 6

(A) by striking ‘‘effective October 1, 7

2019,’’; and 8

(B) by striking ‘‘479’’ each place it ap-9

pears and inserting ‘‘466’’. 10

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 11

by paragraph (1) shall take effect on October 1, 12

2022. 13

(b) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF KC–135 AIR-14

CRAFT IN PMAI OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS.— 15

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-16

ized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise 17

made available for fiscal year 2023 for the Air Force 18

may be obligated or expended to reduce the number 19

of KC–135 aircraft designated as primary mission 20

aircraft inventory within the reserve components of 21

the Air Force. 22

(2) PRIMARY MISSION AIRCRAFT INVENTORY 23

DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘primary 24

mission aircraft inventory’’ has the meaning given 25
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that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title 10, 1

United States Code. 2
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SEC. 125 øLog 75581¿. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF 1

FUNDS FOR RETIREMENT OF C–40 AIRCRAFT. 2

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to 3

be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available 4

for fiscal year 2023 for the Air Force may be obligated 5

or expended to retire, prepare to retire, or place in storage 6

or on backup aircraft inventory status any C–40 aircraft. 7

(b) EXCEPTION.— 8

(1) IN GENERAL.—The limitation under sub-9

section (a) shall not apply to an individual C–40 air-10

craft that the Secretary of the Air Force determines, 11

on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission ca-12

pable because of a Class A mishap. 13

(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—If the Sec-14

retary determines under paragraph (1) that an air-15

craft is no longer mission capable, the Secretary 16

shall submit to the congressional defense committees 17

a certification that the status of such aircraft is due 18

to a Class A mishap and not due to lack of mainte-19

nance or repairs or other reasons. 20
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SEC. 127 øLog 74834¿. MINIMUM INVENTORY OF C–130 AIR-1

CRAFT. 2

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.— 3

(1) IN GENERAL.—During the covered period, 4

the Secretary of the Air Force shall maintain a total 5

inventory of C–130 aircraft of not less than 271 air-6

craft. 7

(2) EXCEPTION .—The Secretary of the Air 8

Force may reduce the number of C–130 aircraft in 9

the Air Force below the minimum number specified 10

in subsection (a) if the Secretary determines, on a 11

case-by-case basis, that an aircraft is no longer mis-12

sion capable because of a mishap or other damage. 13

(3) COVERED PERIOD DEFINED.—In this sub-14

section, the term ‘‘covered period’’ means the pe-15

riod— 16

(A) beginning at the close of the period de-17

scribed in section 138(c) of the National De-18

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 19

(Public Law 117–81; 135 Stat. 1577); and 20

(B) ending on October 1, 2028. 21

(b) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF C–130 AIR-22

CRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL GUARD.— 23

(1) IN GENERAL.—During fiscal year 2023, the 24

Secretary of the Air Force may not reduce the total 25

number of C–130 aircraft assigned to the National 26
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Guard below the number so assigned as of the date 1

of the enactment of this Act. 2

(2) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition under para-3

graph (1) shall not apply to an individual C–130 air-4

craft that the Secretary of the Air Force determines, 5

on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission ca-6

pable because of a mishap or other damage. 7
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7 

Subtitle C—Naval Vessels and 1

Shipyards 2

SEC. 1021 [Log 74782]. NAVY CONSULTATION WITH MARINE 3

CORPS ON MAJOR DECISIONS DIRECTLY 4

CONCERNING MARINE CORPS AMPHIBIOUS 5

FORCE STRUCTURE AND CAPABILITY. 6

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8026 of title 10, United 7

States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘or amphibious force 8

structure and capability’’ after ‘‘Marine Corps aviation’’. 9

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 10

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such 11

section is amended by inserting ‘‘or amphibious 12

force structure and capability’’. 13

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sections 14

at the beginning of chapter 803 of such title is 15

amended by striking the item relating to section 16

8026 and inserting the following new item: 17

‘‘8026. Consultation with Commandant of the Marine Corps on major decisions 

directly concerning Marine Corps aviation or amphibious force 

structure and capability.’’. 
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8 

SEC. 1022 [Log 74781]. NUMBER OF NAVY OPERATIONAL AM-1

PHIBIOUS SHIPS. 2

Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is 3

amended by adding at the end the following new sub-4

section: 5

‘‘(g) The naval combat forces of the Navy shall in-6

clude not less than 31 operational amphibious ships, com-7

prised of LSD–41 class ships, LSD–49 class ships, LPD– 8

17 class ships, LPD–17 Flight II class ships, LHD–1 9

class ships, LHA–6 Flight 0 class ships, and LHA–6 10

Flight I class ships. For purposes of this subsection, an 11

operational amphibious ship includes an amphibious ship 12

that is temporarily unavailable for worldwide deployment 13

due to routine or scheduled maintenance or repair.’’. 14
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SEC. 1023 [Log 75535]. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR RE-1

TIREMENT OR INACTIVATION OF LANDING 2

DOCK SHIPS. 3

None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by 4

this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 5

for the Department of Defense may be obligated or ex-6

pended to retire, prepare to retire, inactivate, or place in 7

storage any of the following ships: 8

(1) USS Germantown (LSD-42). 9

(2) USS Gunston Hall (LSD-44). 10

(3) USS Tortuga (LSD-46). 11

(4) USS Ashland (LSD-48). 12
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10 

SEC. 1024 [Log 75534]. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR RE-1

TIREMENT OR INACTIVATION OF GUIDED2

MISSILE CRUISERS.3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), none of 4

the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or 5

otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 for the De-6

partment of Defense may be obligated or expended to re-7

tire, prepare to retire, inactivate, or place in storage more 8

than four guided missile cruisers. 9

(b) USS VICKSBURG.—The USS Vicksburg may not 10

be retired, prepared to retire, inactivated, or placed in 11

storage pursuant to subsection (a). 12
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2 

Subtitle A—Maritime 1

Administration 2

SEC. 3501 [Log 74788]. AUTHORIZATION OF THE MARITIME 3

ADMINISTRATION. 4

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-5

priated to the Department of Transportation for fiscal 6

year 2023 for programs associated with maintaining the 7

United States merchant marine, the following amounts: 8

(1) For expenses necessary for operations of the 9

United States Merchant Marine Academy, 10

$99,748,000, of which— 11

(A) $87,848,000 shall be for Academy op-12

erations; and 13

(B) $11,900,000 shall be for capital asset 14

management at the Academy. 15

(2) For expenses necessary to support the State 16

maritime academies, $120,700,000, of which— 17

(A) $2,400,000 is for the Student Incen-18

tive Program; 19

(B) $6,000,000 is for direct payments; 20

(C) $6,800,000 is for training ship fuel as-21

sistance; 22

(D) $30,500,000 for school ship mainte-23

nance and repair; and 24
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(E) $75,000,000 for the National Security 1

Multi-Mission Vessel. 2

(3) For expenses necessary to support Maritime 3

Administration operations and programs, Head-4

quarters Operations, $67,433,000. 5

(4) For expenses necessary to dispose of vessels 6

in the National Defense Reserve Fleet, $6,000,000. 7

(5) For expenses necessary to maintain and 8

preserve a United States flag merchant marine to 9

serve the national security needs of the United 10

States under chapter 531 of title 46, United States 11

Code, $318,000,000. 12

(6) For expenses necessary for the loan guar-13

antee program authorized under chapter 537 of title 14

46, United States Code, $33,000,000, of which— 15

(A) $30,000,000 may be used for the cost 16

(as defined in section 502(5) of the Federal 17

Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a(5))) 18

of loan guarantees under the program; and 19

(B) $3,000,000 may be used for adminis-20

trative expenses relating to loan guarantee com-21

mitments under the program. 22

(7) For expenses necessary to provide for the 23

Tanker Security Fleet, as authorized under chapter 24

534 of title 46, United States Code, $60,000,000. 25
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(8) For expenses necessary to support maritime 1

environmental and technical assistance activities au-2

thorized under section 50307 of title 46, United 3

States Code, $15,000,000. 4

(9) For expenses necessary to support marine 5

highway program activities authorized under chapter 6

556 of such title, $15,000,000. 7

(10) For expenses necessary to provide assist-8

ance to small shipyards and for the maritime train-9

ing program authorized under section 54101 of title 10

46, United States Code, $25,000,000. 11

(11) For expenses necessary to implement the 12

port infrastructure development activities authorized 13

under subsections (a) and (b) of section 54301 of 14

title 46, United States Code, $685,000,000. 15

(12) For expenses necessary to provide for sea-16

lift contested environment evaluation, $2,000,000. 17

(13) For expenses necessary to provide for Na-18

tional Defense Reserve Fleet resiliency, $800,000. 19

(14) For expenses necessary to provide for 20

training ship State of Maine maritime training plat-21

form requirements, $1,200,000. 22

(b) LIMITATION.—None of the amounts authorized to 23

be appropriated for port infrastructure development activi-24

ties under subsection (a)(11) may be used to provide a 25
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grant to purchase fully automated cargo handling equip-1

ment that is remotely operated or remotely monitored, 2

with or without the exercise of human intervention or con-3

trol, if the Secretary of Transportation determines such 4

equipment would result in a net loss of jobs within a port 5

or port terminal. 6
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SEC. 3502 [Log 75072]. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 1

RESPONSIBILITY WITH RESPECT TO CAR-2

GOES PROCURED, FURNISHED, OR FINANCED 3

BY OTHER FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND 4

AGENCIES. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after the 6

date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of 7

the Maritime Administration shall issue a final rule to im-8

plement and enforce section 55305(d) of title 46, United 9

States Code. 10

(b) PROGRAMS OF OTHER AGENCIES.—Section 11

55305(d)(2)(A) of title 46, United States Code, is amend-12

ed by inserting after ‘‘section’’ the following: ‘‘and annu-13

ally submit to the Committee on Transportation and In-14

frastructure of the House of Representatives and the Com-15

mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 16

Senate a report on the administration of such programs’’. 17
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SEC. 3503 [Log 75067]. UNITED STATES MARINE HIGHWAY 1

PROGRAM. 2

(a) UNITED STATES MARINE HIGHWAY PROGRAM.— 3

Section 55601 of title 46, United States Code, is amended 4

to read as follows: 5

‘‘§ 55601. United States marine highway program 6

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is in the Department 7

of Transportation a program, to be known as the ‘United 8

States marine highway program’. 9

‘‘(b) CRITERIA.—In order to be designated as a ma-10

rine highway transportation route under subsection (c) or 11

as a marine highway transportation project under sub-12

section (d), a route or project shall— 13

‘‘(1) provide a coordinated and capable alter-14

native to landside transportation; 15

‘‘(2) mitigate or relieve landside congestion; or 16

‘‘(3) promote marine highway transportation. 17

‘‘(c) MARINE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION 18

ROUTES.—The Secretary may— 19

‘‘(1) designate a route that meets the criteria 20

under subsection (b) as a marine highway transpor-21

tation route; and 22

‘‘(2) collect and disseminate data related to 23

such designation. 24

‘‘(d) PROJECT DESIGNATION.—The Secretary may— 25
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8 

‘‘(1) designate a project that meets the criteria 1

under subsection (b) as a marine highway transpor-2

tation project if the Secretary determines that such 3

project uses vessels documented under chapter 121 4

and— 5

‘‘(A) develops, expands, or promotes— 6

‘‘(i) marine highway transportation 7

services; 8

‘‘(ii) shipper utilization of marine 9

highway transportation; or 10

‘‘(iii) port and landside infrastructure 11

for which assistance is not available under 12

section 54301; or 13

‘‘(B) implements strategies developed 14

under section 5560; and 15

‘‘(2) conduct research on solutions to impedi-16

ments to such projects. 17

‘‘(e) ASSISTANCE.— 18

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 19

grants, or enter into contracts or cooperative agree-20

ments, to implement a marine highway transpor-21

tation project designated under subsection (e) or a 22

component of such a project. 23

‘‘(2) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a 24

grant or to enter into a contract or cooperative 25
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agreement under this subsection, an applicant 1

shall— 2

‘‘(A) submit to the Secretary an applica-3

tion in such form and manner, at such time, 4

and containing such information as the Sec-5

retary may require; and 6

‘‘(B) demonstrate to the satisfaction of the 7

Secretary that— 8

‘‘(i) the proposed project is financially 9

viable; 10

‘‘(ii) the funds received under the 11

grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 12

will be spent or used efficiently and effec-13

tively; and 14

‘‘(iii) a market exists for the services 15

of the proposed project, as evidenced by 16

contracts or written statements of intent 17

from potential customers. 18

‘‘(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—Not more than 80 19

percent of the funding for any project for which 20

funding is provided under this subsection may come 21

from Federal sources. 22

‘‘(4) PREFERENCE FOR FINANCIALLY VIABLE 23

PROJECTS.— In awarding grants or entering in con-24

tracts or cooperative agreements under this sub-25
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section, the Secretary shall give a preference to 1

those projects or components that present the most 2

financially viable transportation services and require 3

the lowest percentage Federal share of the costs. 4

‘‘(f) ADDITIONAL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—In car-5

rying out the program established under subsection (a), 6

the Secretary of Transportation may— 7

‘‘(1) coordinate with ports, State departments 8

of transportation, localities, other public agencies, 9

and appropriate private sector entities on the devel-10

opment of landside facilities and infrastructure to 11

support marine highway transportation; and 12

‘‘(2) develop performance measures for the pro-13

gram.’’. 14

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-15

ter 556 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by 16

striking the item relating to section 55601 and inserting 17

the following: 18

‘‘55601. United States marine highway program.’’. 
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SEC. 3504 [Log 75068]. MULTISTATE, STATE, AND REGIONAL1

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING.2

(a) MULTISTATE, STATE, AND REGIONAL TRANSPOR-3

TATION PLANNING.—Chapter 556 of title 46, United 4

States Code, is amended by inserting after section 55602 5

the following: 6

‘‘§ 55603. Multistate, State, and regional transpor-7

tation planning 8

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation 9

with Federal entities, State and local governments, and 10

appropriate private sector entities, may develop strategies 11

to encourage the use of marine highway transportation for 12

transportation of passengers and cargo. 13

‘‘(b) STRATEGIES.—If the Secretary develops strate-14

gies under subsection (a), the Secretary may— 15

‘‘(1) assess the extent to which States and local 16

governments include marine highway transportation 17

and other marine transportation solutions in trans-18

portation planning; 19

‘‘(2) encourage State departments of transpor-20

tation to develop strategies, where appropriate, to 21

incorporate marine highway transportation, ferries, 22

and other marine transportation solutions for re-23

gional and interstate transport of freight and pas-24

sengers in transportation planning; and 25
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‘‘(3) encourage groups of States and multistate 1

transportation entities to determine how marine 2

highways can address congestion, bottlenecks, and 3

other interstate transportation challenges.’’. 4

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-5

ter 556 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by 6

striking the item relating to section 55603 and inserting 7

the following: 8

‘‘55603. Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning.’’. 
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Subtitle B—Merchant Marine 1

Academy 2

SEC. 3511 [Log 74792]. APPOINTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENT 3

OF UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE 4

ACADEMY. 5

Subsection (c) of section 51301 of title 46, United 6

States Code, is amended to read as follows: 7

‘‘(c) SUPERINTENDENT.—The immediate command 8

of the United States Merchant Marine Academy shall be 9

in the Superintendent of the Academy, who shall be ap-10

pointed by the Secretary of Transportation and subject to 11

the direction of the Maritime Administrator under the 12

general supervision of the Secretary of Transportation.’’. 13
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Subtitle C—Vessels 1

SEC. 3521 [Log 75396]. WAIVER OF NAVIGATION AND VES-2

SEL-INSPECTION LAWS. 3

Section 501 of title 46, United States Code, is 4

amended— 5

(1) in subsection (b)(1) by inserting ‘‘on a ves-6

sel specific basis’’ after ‘‘those laws’’; and 7

(2) in subsection (c)(1)—8

(A) by inserting ‘‘and the individual re-9

questing such waiver (if not the owner or oper-10

ator of the vessel)’’ before ‘‘shall submit’’; 11

(B) in subparagraph (C) by striking12

‘‘and’’; 13

(C) by redesignating subparagraphs (B),14

(C), and (D), as subparagraphs (C), (D), and 15

(G), respectively; 16

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (A)17

the following: 18

‘‘(B) the name of the owner and operator 19

of the vessel;’’; and 20

(E) by inserting after subparagraph (D),21

as so redesignated, the following: 22

‘‘(E) a description of the cargo carried; 23
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‘‘(F) an explanation as to why the waiver 1

is necessary in the interest of national defense; 2

and’’. 3
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SEC. 3522 [Log 75070]. CERTIFICATES OF NUMBERS FOR UN-1

DOCUMENTED VESSELS. 2

Section 12304(a) of title 46, United States Code, is 3

amended— 4

(1) by striking ‘‘shall be pocketsized,’’; and5

(2) by inserting ‘‘in hard copy or digital form.6

Any certificate issued in hard copy under this sec-7

tion shall be pocketsized. The certificate shall be’’ 8

after ‘‘and may be’’. 9
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SEC. 3523 [Log 75498]. RECAPITALIZATION OF NATIONAL DE-1

FENSE RESERVE FLEET.2

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation, 3

in consultation with the Chief of Naval Operations and 4

the Commandant of the Coast Guard, shall direct the Mar-5

itime Administrator to carry out a program under which 6

the Administrator— 7

(1) shall complete the design of a roll-on, roll- 8

off cargo vessel for the National Defense Reserve 9

Fleet to allow for the construction of such vessel to 10

begin in fiscal year 2024; and 11

(2) subject to the availability of appropriations, 12

shall have an entity enter into a contract for the 13

construction of not more than ten such vessels in ac-14

cordance with this section. 15

(b) CONSTRUCTION AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIRE-16

MENTS.—A vessel constructed pursuant to this section 17

shall meet the requirements for and be issued a certificate 18

of documentation and a coastwise endorsement under 19

chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code. 20

(c) DESIGN STANDARDS AND CONSTRUCTION PRAC-21

TICES.—Subject to subsection (b), a vessel constructed 22

pursuant to this section shall be constructed using com-23

mercial design standards and commercial construction 24

practices that are consistent with the best interests of the 25

Federal Government. 26
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(d) CONSULTATION WITH OTHER FEDERAL ENTI-1

TIES.—The Maritime Administrator may consult and co-2

ordinate with the Secretary of the Navy regarding the ves-3

sel described in subsection (a) and activities associated 4

with such vessel. 5

(e) CONTRACTING.—The Maritime Administrator 6

shall provide for an entity other than the Maritime Admin-7

istration to contract for the construction of the vessel de-8

scribed in subsection (a). 9

(f) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR USED VES-10

SELS.—Amounts authorized to be appropriated by this or 11

any other Act for use by the Maritime Administration to 12

carry out this section may not be used for the procurement 13

of any used vessel. 14
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Subtitle D—Reports and Other 1

Matters 2

SEC. 3531 [Log 75069]. PORT AND INTERMODAL IMPROVE-3

MENT PROGRAM GRANTS FOR EMISSION 4

MITIGATION MEASURES. 5

(a) IN GENERAL.—For each of fiscal years 2023 6

through 2027, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat 7

a project described in subsection (b) as an eligible project 8

under paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of section 54301 9

of title 46, United States Code, for purposes of making 10

grants under such subsection. 11

(b) PROJECTS DESCRIBED.—A project described in 12

this subsection is a project to provide shore power at a 13

port that services passenger vessels described in section 14

3507(k) of title 46, United States Code. 15
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SEC. 3532 [Log 75465]. NATIONAL MARITIME TRANSPOR-1

TATION REPORT AND STRATEGY. 2

(a) NATIONAL MARITIME TRANSPORTATION RE-3

PORT.—Not later than October 31, 2023, the Secretary 4

of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional 5

committees a national maritime transportation report. 6

Such report shall include each of the following: 7

(1) An analysis of the causes for the decline in 8

the number of vessels documented under chapter 9

121 of title 46, United States Code and operating in 10

the international trade. 11

(2) An examination of the national security and 12

economic requirements for the United States mer-13

chant marine during peacetime and during surge 14

and sustained national defense sealift that address-15

es— 16

(A) whether existing United States-flag 17

shipping, maritime labor, and shipbuilding and 18

repair capacity is sufficient to fulfill such sealift 19

requirements; and 20

(B) if such capacity is not sufficient, the 21

capacity, including naval auxiliary ships, that 22

would be needed during a major conflict by— 23

(i) the military for strategic sealift; 24

and 25
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(ii) the private sector to sustain the 1

economy. 2

(3) An evaluation of the contracting procedures 3

for United States Government cargo transport and 4

a determination of whether such policies ensure suf-5

ficient access to vessels documented under chapter 6

121 of title 46, United States Code. 7

(4) A review of the objectives under section 8

50101(a) of title 46, United States Code, and a de-9

termination of the extent to which legislation, pro-10

grams, policies, and regulations adopted since the 11

adoption of such objectives in the Merchant Marine 12

Act, 1936 have aligned with such objectives. 13

(5) A comparison between the subsidy programs 14

of other beneficial flag programs and the existing 15

support programs in the United States. 16

(b) NATIONAL MARITIME TRANSPORTATION STRAT-17

EGY.—Not later than October 31, 2024, the Secretary of 18

Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional 19

committees a national maritime transportation strategy. 20

Such strategy shall include each of the following: 21

(1) Recommendations to encourage the growth 22

of shipping by United States-flag and United States- 23

owned vessels and the growth of the United States 24

shipbuilding industrial base that are— 25
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(A) sufficient for national and economic se-1

curity; 2

(B) consistent with the objectives and pol-3

icy under section 50101 of title 46, United 4

States Code; 5

(C) compatible with international treaties 6

and agreements governing maritime safety, se-7

curity, and environmental protection; and 8

(D) compatible with rapidly evolving mari-9

time transportation technology. 10

(2) Recommendations to increase the size of the 11

United States-flagged fleet and increase the pool of 12

United States mariners through— 13

(A) bolstering existing funding sources; 14

(B) new funding; or 15

(C) new programs. 16

(c) INDEPENDENT ENTITY PREPARATION.—The Sec-17

retary of Defense shall seek to enter into an agreement 18

with an appropriate non-Department of Defense entity 19

that specializes in maritime research under which such en-20

tity shall prepare the report and strategy required under 21

this section. 22

(d) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out 23

this section, the Secretary of Defense shall consult with— 24
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(1) the Secretary of Transportation, acting 1

through the Maritime Administrator; and 2

(2) the Secretary of the Department in which 3

the Coast Guard operating, acting through the Com-4

mandant of the Coast Guard. 5

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.— 6

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-7

mittees’’ means— 8

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the 9

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 10

the House of the Representatives; and 11

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the 12

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transpor-13

tation of the Senate. 14
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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 

TITLE I—PROCUREMENT 

SHIPBUILDING AND CONVERSION, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Additive manufacturing in shipbuilding and ship repair 

 The committee remains concerned with shipbuilding supply chains, and 
how existing challenges induce cost and schedule risk into our shipbuilding 
programs. The committee believes that additive and advanced manufacturing 
capabilities could induce some resiliency into the supply chain and assist with 
construction and repair techniques. Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary 
of the Navy to submit a report to the House Committee on Armed Services by 
March 31, 2023, on the use of additive manufacturing capabilities in traditional 
shipbuilding and repair; the feasibility of entering into public-private partnerships 
with agencies or organizations with expertise in these areas; and an assessment of 
how public-private partnerships could eliminate or mitigate known capability gaps.  

Assessment of the Navy's amphibious warfare fleet 

 The Navy and Marine Corps have identified amphibious capabilities as an 
area of emphasis in future conflicts and are reviewing the requirements and 
acquisition of the fleet of assets dedicated to this mission. The committee is 
concerned about the potential impacts this has for the acquisition of amphibious 
ships that are best suited for prosecuting a future amphibious invasion. Further, 
the committee is also concerned about the broader implications of the importance of 
amphibious warfare capabilities, the probability of such a conflict, and the cost of 
building and maintaining a fleet that can prosecute such a conflict. The committee 
is interested to learn more about the analysis, decision-making processes, and the 
frequency with which the Navy and Marine Corps review requirements for 
amphibious warfare and align these requirements with acquisition programs. 
Specifically, the committee seeks to understand how the potential changes to 
requirements would impact the acquisition plans identified in the most recent 30-
year shipbuilding plan.  
 Therefore, the committee directs the Comptroller General of the United 
States to review the Navy’s plans for the future amphibious warfare fleet. At a 
minimum, the review shall address the following elements: 
 (1) analysis of the current amphibious warfare fleet;  
 (2) Navy and Marine Corps future plans for the fleet and how it will be 
positioned to evolve as technology changes;  
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 (3) an assessment of the costs of building and maintaining a fleet whose 
primary mission is amphibious conflict, such as the light amphibious warship, large 
deck amphibious ships, and LPD-class ships; and 
 (4) other items the Comptroller General determines appropriate.  
 The committee further directs the Comptroller General to provide a briefing 
to the House Committee on Armed Services not later than March 1, 2023, on the 
Comptroller General’s preliminary findings and to present final results in a format 
and timeframe agreed to at the time of the briefing. 

Immersive virtual training 

 The committee is aware the Navy’s Immersive Virtual Training (IVT) and 
Surface Training Immersive Gaming and Simulation (STIGS) programs are 
successfully delivering Surface Training Advanced Virtual Environment (STAVE) 
compliant courseware and trainers to the Navy’s surface fleet, resulting in more 
effective and efficient sailors, improved team readiness and retention, and 
reductions in the time and expense of qualifying and certifying sailors. 
 The committee understands that through these programs, a significant 
level of IVT software content and training solutions have already been developed for 
U.S. and Foreign Military Sales (FMS) ship platforms that share extensive system 
commonality across U.S. Navy ship classes and fleet modernization efforts. This 
provides the Navy with an opportunity to leverage existing IVT digital content that 
can be tailored and repurposed with minimal time and cost investment to meet the 
training needs of additional U.S. ship programs that share common fleet 
subsystems, such as the new construction FFG-62, LCS Lethality and Survivability 
modernization, and other Navy ship classes. 
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 1, 2023, as to options 
for implementing an expanded IVT content.  Specifically, this briefing shall include: 
an analysis of all existing IVT digital content created for U.S. and FMS surface fleet 
programs to identify common ship platforms, fleet subsystems, and training 
objectives that are candidates to leverage existing like-training IVT content 
investments; and, implementation options for this expanded content. 

Large surface combatant Arctic operations 

 The committee recognizes the importance of the Arctic region to United 
States security and interests. With the decreasing sea ice levels in the Arctic, the 
region will become a place for increasing commercial and military activity. The 
territorial claims of Russia in the Arctic, as well as China’s rhetoric around the 
Arctic, claiming itself to be a “near-Arctic” state, necessitate a strategic shift and 
focus on this emerging region. 
 The committee recognizes that Navy large surface combatant vessels lack 
the capability to operate in sea ice conditions at the levels present in the Arctic. 
This gap in capability poses a risk to the United States' ability to defend itself, 
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advance its interests, and project power. The committee believes that the Flight III 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyers offer an opportunity to fill this gap. The committee 
understands that the current class of destroyers cannot be reasonably outfitted to 
act as icebreakers, but notes that industry experts have acknowledged that the ship 
class is ideally suited to improvements that will allow them to operate in ice-
diminished seas.  
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to submit a 
report to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 31, 2023, on the 
feasibility of ice-hardening the Flight III Arleigh Burke-class destroyers. The report 
should include at a minimum:  
 (1) the overall suitability of the Flight III Arleigh Burke-class destroyers for 
operations in ice-diminished waters; 
 (2) the improvements in hull form and hull strength to allow for operations 
in ice-diminished waters; 
 (3) the power plant’s ability to support the increase in displacement that 
would result from these improvements;  
 (4) the improvements to auxiliary systems and combat systems for the 
destroyers to operate in the Arctic; 
 (5) the increase in capability that ice-capable destroyers would provide to 
combatant commanders; 
 (6) a comparative analysis of the feasibility of the improvements versus the 
capabilities they would provide; and 
 (7) the application of these considerations in the design of the next-
generation guided-missile destroyer (DDG-X). 

Large surface combatant life extension and modernization 

 The committee is concerned about the Navy’s plan to inactivate 18 large 
surface combatants (LSC) between 2023 and 2027, and the resultant loss of combat 
capability and capacity. Accordingly, the committee directs the Secretary of the 
Navy to submit a report to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 31, 
2023, on the Navy’s plan for cruisers and DDG-51 Flight I destroyers. The report 
should include: 
 (1) an assessment of modernization and/or service life extension 
opportunities for each of the 18 LSCs planned for inactivation; 
 (2) an assessment of estimated costs to life-extend and/or modernize these 
ships; 
 (3) an assessment of the capability and capacity of original equipment 
manufacturers to perform potential life extensions and/or modernizations; and 
 (4) an assessment of the resultant increase in capability and capacity if 
these ships were retained in the active inventory, vice inactivated per the 30-year 
shipbuilding plan. 

Review of the Constellation-class guided-missile frigate program 
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 In April 2020, the Navy competitively awarded a detail, design, and 
construction contract for the lead Constellation-class guided-missile frigate (FFG-
62). To achieve increased capability, the Navy committed to procuring a ship that is 
significantly more expensive than its current class of small surface combatants, the 
littoral combat ships (LCS). The Navy expects the lead frigate to cost nearly $1.3 
billion, with an average procurement cost of approximately $1.1 billion for the 
remaining 19 ships currently planned for the program. The shipbuilder is currently 
maturing its detail design to support construction of the lead ship beginning in 
2022. 
 The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported in 2019 that the 
Navy's approach to acquiring the frigate was expected to help reduce the risk of 
design and technology problems that have plagued other Navy shipbuilding 
programs. However, GAO also found that the Navy asked for $1.3 billion to build 
the first ship before having a solid understanding of its design and cost. Given the 
widespread cost growth and schedule delays in Navy shipbuilding programs in 
general, including the LCS program, the committee directs the Comptroller General 
of the United States to review the Constellation-class guided missile frigate 
program. At a minimum, the review shall address the following elements:  
 (1) implication of FFG-62 design changes from the parent ship design on 
the Navy’s plans to mature the design to support construction of the lead ship 
within cost, schedule, and performance expectations;  
 (2) the Navy’s acquisition approach, including any plans for procurement 
beyond the 20 Constellation-class frigates currently planned or for the potential 
addition of a follow yard to increase production;   
 (3) overall test and evaluation plans, including how the Navy’s new land-
based engineering site for the frigate helps address technical and programmatic 
risk; and  
 (4) other items the Comptroller General determines appropriate.  
 The committee further directs the Comptroller General to provide a briefing 
to the House Committee on Armed Services not later than March 1, 2023, on the 
Comptroller General's preliminary findings and to present final results in a format 
and timeframe agreed to at the time of the briefing. 

Vertical launch system on EPF ships 

 The committee is concerned about the Navy’s plan to inactivate 18 large 
surface combatants (LSC) between 2023 and 2027, and the resultant loss in 
firepower capacity due to the reduction in vertical launch systems (VLS) available 
to combatant commanders. Accordingly, the committee directs the Secretary of the 
Navy to conduct a feasibility study on converting expeditionary fast transport (EPF) 
ships into arsenal ships equipped with 64 VLS tubes. The committee further directs 
the Secretary of the Navy to submit a report to the House Committee on Armed 
Services by March 31, 2023, on its findings. The report shall include, at a minimum: 
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 (1) an engineering assessment regarding suitability for EPF ships to be 
equipped with VLS;  
 (2) an assessment of additional combat systems upgrades necessary to 
enable EPF to employ weapons from a VLS;  
 (3) an assessment of additional manpower and training requirements 
associated with EPF employment of weapons utilizing VLS; and 
 (4) cost assessments associated with full implementation of VLS on EPF 
ships. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Littoral Combat Ship Modernization and Maintenance 

 The Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) was designed as a flexible platform to 
enable quick deployment of capability.  In parallel to its ongoing efforts to assess 
the maintenance, reliability and employment of both LCS variants, the committee 
urges the Navy to explore expanding LCS capability to meet revised mission 
requirements in support of Navy fleet architecture, including through a proof of 
concept for a modified lethality & survivability upgrade. This proof of concept could 
include Enhanced Electronic Warfare Capability (SEWIP BLK II-Lite), Integrated 
Naval Strike Missile (NSM), Link 11 and Link 16 LoS and SATCOM, and a 
containerized launcher (MK70 MOD 1).  It could also present the opportunity to 
progress the Vertical Launch ASROC Extended Range (VLA-ER) Anti-Submarine 
Weapon capability.   
 Consequently, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy, in 
consultation with Chief of Naval Operations and the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, to submit to the congressional defense committees a report on Littoral 
Combat Ships no later than March 1, 2023 that includes the following:  
 1. A description of the schedule and cost associated with Freedom-variant 
Littoral Combat Ship combining gearbox repairs and modifications; 
 2. A description of sustainment strategy options for both Littoral Combat 
Ship variants that account for their unique characteristics and manning levels, 
including commercial sustainment options that could be employed to increase 
operational availability, as well as technical qualifications of Littoral Combat Ships 
Maintenance Execution Teams and the Navy’s rationale for removing these teams 
from Littoral Combat Ship squadron organizations; 
 3. The Navy’s plan to employ usage and failure data to maintain adequate 
spare part inventories to prevent the cannibalization of active ships; 
 4. An analysis of near and mid-term lethality, survivability, or sensing 
upgrades that could enhance the operational relevance of the Littoral Combat Ship 
in the current global security environment, including plans and any associated costs 
of increasing the command and control capability of these ships to further allow 
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them to operate in support of Navy strike groups and as part of the Distributed 
Maritime Operations concept;  
 5. An assessment of the impact on the global security environment that 
forward based Littoral Combat Ships could play by enhancing American naval 
presence in the 5th, 6th, and 7th Fleet area of operations; and, 
 6. Options and potential benefits of using Littoral Combat Ships to host and 
facilitate Marines conducting Expeditionary Advanced Basing Operations, 
particularly prior to the operational availability of the Light Amphibious Warship. 

Next Generation Surface Search Radar 

 The committee understands the AN/SPS-73(V)1B Next Generation Surface 
Search Radar (NGSSR) is a multi-mission software configurable radar that delivers 
improved situational awareness capabilities to the U.S. Navy surface fleet through 
advancements in safe navigation, periscope detection, fast attack defense, and 
drone detection. 
 The committee supports the NGSSR program and notes it has successfully 
achieved all phases of developmental testing and has transitioned to full-rate 
production, with radar systems being delivered to shipyards for installation across 
the surface fleet, including: aircraft carriers (CVN), guided-missile destroyers 
(DDG), guided-missile cruisers (CG), future frigate (FFG(X)), and amphibious 
platforms. However, understanding NGSSR is designated for accelerated 
deployment as a priority requirement from the Navy’s 2017 comprehensive review 
of the USS McCain and USS Fitzgerald collisions, the committee is concerned the 
Navy’s current contract vehicle does not support the expeditious fielding of NGSSR. 
 To ensure stability in fielding this critical warfighting system to the fleet, 
the committee encourages the Secretary of the Navy to transition or evolve the 
program from a development-type contract to one that matches the stage of 
program maturity and full-rate production. The committee is concerned that if the 
Navy does not accomplish this, the Navy will harm deployment of and urgency of 
fielding NGSSR to the surface fleet by inhibiting acquisition of long lead items; 
impeding stability for subcontractors; creating logistics and talent shortages; and 
delaying installation, training, and sparing efforts associated with mature radar 
systems and weapons programs. Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of 
the Navy to provide a briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by March 
1, 2023, on the status of the NGSSR’s contract vehicle maturation and its proposed 
fielding plan across the surface fleet. 

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE 

Items of Special Interest 

Infrared suppression improvements for C-130 and C-17 aircraft 
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 The committee notes that current infrared (IR) missiles and man-portable 
surface-to-air missile systems (MANPADS) are outpacing the existing IR 
countermeasure flare dispensing and directed energy defensive systems associated 
with military aircraft. Given the increase of this threat, the committee believes 
there is merit in providing a wider range of military aircraft that are capable of 
reducing engine IR baselines to decrease their IR signature and increase the 
effectiveness of their existing IR countermeasures (IRCM) systems. 
 The committee understands that with the installation of a highly cost-
effective and proven IR suppression system (IRSS), special operations AC-130J 
gunships have successfully decreased their IR signatures by at least 95 percent, 
substantially increasing their survivability and exponentially increasing the 
effectiveness of their existing IRCM systems. The committee also understands that 
the affordability of the IRSS provides the military services with an opportunity to 
rapidly and affordably employ this technology across a wider range of military 
aircraft to increase warfighter survivability and lethality. 
 As adversary missile capabilities continue to evolve and their proliferation 
increases globally, the committee believes the Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and 
the Air National Guard should leverage enhanced IR suppression systems to 
achieve greater heat signature reduction capabilities for its aviation fleets. 
Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force, in coordination with 
the Secretary of the Navy, to provide a briefing to the House Committee on Armed 
Services by October 3, 2022, on what planning and programming actions the Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and the Air National Guard are taking to reduce the IR 
signatures for each military service's C-130s and C-17 aircraft, and identify the 
resources necessary to implement an expanded IRSS installation program for these 
aircraft. 

PROCUREMENT, DEFENSE-WIDE 

Items of Special Interest 

Arctic access and air refueling missions 

 The committee understands the growing strategic importance of the Arctic 
region and the long distances military aircraft may have to fly to provide support. 
Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force to provide a briefing 
to the House Committee on Armed Services by August 1, 2023, on the Arctic and 
North Atlantic regions for air refueling mission capability.  

Autonomous air-to-air refueling technology 

 The committee notes that the Secretary of the Air Force has proposed 
investments in capabilities to better enable a global operating model and modernize 
key capabilities through the use of autonomous air-to-air refueling for manned and 
unmanned platforms. The committee supports innovative investments across the 
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manned/unmanned spectrum and supports cost-effective options for extending 
America’s combat reach in denied and geographically dispersed regions across the 
globe. 
 Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Air Force to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by August 1, 2023, on the 
efforts to develop autonomous air-to-air refueling capabilities. Specifically, the brief 
shall address:  
 (1) current efforts to demonstrate new autonomous air-to-air refueling 
techniques;  
 (2) efforts to scale and adopt new autonomous air-to-air refueling 
techniques across a     range of Department of Defense airborne 
platforms (manned and unmanned); and  
 (3) use of commercial technologies in modeling new autonomous air-to-air 
refueling capabilities to determine effectiveness, future technology development 
priorities, and alternative employment concepts that support increased 
manned/unmanned teaming operations and combat reach. 

E-6B recapitalization 

 The committee is concerned over the current E-6B’s fleet availability during 
a nuclear event. Fleet size and sustainment challenges with aging aircraft and 
parts obsolescence fail to meet the operational tempo required for current and 
future concepts of operations for air-to-submarine communications. Furthermore, 
capability gaps and emerging threats from strategic competitors necessitate the 
modernization of existing onboard nuclear command, control, and communications 
(NC3) systems for execution of Presidential orders in contested environments. 
Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to 
the House Committee on Armed Services by February 1, 2023, that includes the 
plan for the recapitalization program to include initial procurement of selected 
airframes for prototyping and modernization of onboard nuclear command and 
control systems. The recapitalization program must provide the earliest possible 
solution on the fastest schedule to prevent further delays and address the growing 
capability gap.  

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION 

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION, NAVY 

Items of Special Interest 

Anti-submarine warfare with multi-day attritable Group III Unmanned Aerial 
Systems 
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 The committee is encouraged with the Navy’s use of ultra-endurance Group 
III Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) to address the limitation of existing manned 
and unmanned anti-submarine warfare detection. These capabilities will play a key 
role in deterrence and ensuring the rights of sovereign countries at sea. The 
committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to the House 
Committee on Armed Services by March 1, 2023, on the use of long-range, multi-day 
endurance Group III UAS in anti-submarine warfare. This briefing should include: 
 (1) total program development cost;  
 (2) program costs included in the fiscal year; and 
 (3) overall development/employment timetable to address these critical 
anti-submarine warfare surveillance capabilities. 

Marine Corps autonomous underwater vehicle capabilities 

 The committee recognizes the critical role that autonomous underwater 
vehicles (AUVs) will play in maintaining U.S. strategic advantage in the undersea 
domain, particularly in the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area of responsibility, and 
welcomes the recent direction of the Commandant of the Marine Corps to integrate 
AUVs as part of the service’s modernization efforts. The committee supports the 
Marine Corps’ efforts to evaluate and procure long-range, multi-mission AUVs with 
flexible payload interfaces as a critical Marine Corps capability that will deliver a 
significant warfighting advantage in the undersea domain. As the Marine Corps 
continues to incorporate AUVs into its inventory and operational concepts, the 
committee supports efforts to ensure these vehicles are multi-mission capable, 
including intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR), logistical resupply, 
and kinetic effect mission sets. These capabilities will support operational and 
strategic-level missions including anti-surface warfare, seabed warfare, intelligence 
preparation of the battlefield, reconnaissance and counter reconnaissance, ISR and 
targeting, and cross-domain intelligence. 
 The committee encourages the Secretary of the Navy and the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, in coordination with the Chief of Naval Operations, to continue 
to develop capabilities utilizing AUVs as enablers in the undersea domain in 
support of the Naval Force. Further, the committee directs the Secretary of the 
Navy, in coordination with the Commandant of the Marine Corps, to provide a 
briefing to the House Committee on Armed Services by February 1, 2023, detailing 
the Marine Corps’ plans to integrate autonomous underwater vehicles into Marine 
Corps concept of operations development, its current and planned test and 
evaluation schedule for AUVs, and its resourcing, development, and deployment 
plan over the Future Years Defense Program. 

Next-generation expeditionary and reconnaissance watercraft 

 The committee notes that the U.S. Marine Corps has identified gaps and 
requirements for a reconnaissance battalions’ need for reconnaissance and insertion 
craft. The committee supports the Commandant’s efforts and U.S. Marine Corps 
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operations envisioned in current concepts. Littoral maneuver from the sea will 
entail surveillance, collections, target acquisition, battlespace shaping and 
reconnaissance.  The committee further supports a platform with reduced signature 
from adversary sensors to enhance survivability and efficacy.  The committee 
believes the Secretary of the Navy should rapidly assess and acquire multi-modal 
insertion maritime platforms for operating across a distributed battlefield. 
Therefore, the committee directs the Secretary of the Navy to provide a briefing to 
the House Committee on Armed Services by November 1, 2022, as to the 
requirements associated with this effort to include crewed and un-crewed options 
and the plan of action to deliver this capability.    
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 I 
 117th CONGRESS  2d Session 
 H. R. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
 M_. ______ introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________ 
 
 A BILL 
 To  
 
  
  A DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS 
  I PROCUREMENT 
 
 Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations 
 Sec. 101  Log 74943. Authorization of appropriations. 
 Subtitle B—Navy Programs 
 Sec. 111  Log 75186. Requirements relating to EA–18G aircraft of the Navy. 
 Sec. 112  Log 74780. Multiyear procurement authority for Arleigh Burke class destroyers. 
 Sec. 113 [Log 75460]. Authority for certain procurements for the Ship-to-Shore Connector program. 
 Sec. 114  Log 75085. Authority to procure airframes and engines for CH–53K King Stallion heavy-lift helicopters. 
 Sec. 115  Log 74842. Quarterly briefings on the CH–53K King Stallion helicopter program. 
 Subtitle C—Air Force Programs 
 Sec. 121  Log 75373. Modification of inventory requirements for aircraft of the combat air forces. 
 Sec. 122  Log 74800. Modification of minimum inventory requirement for air refueling tanker aircraft. 
 Sec. 123  Log 75185. Requirements relating to F–22 aircraft. 
 Sec. 124 [Log 74848]. Repeal of Air Force E–8C force presentation requirement. 
 Sec. 125  Log 75581. Prohibition on availability of funds for retirement of C–40 aircraft. 
 Sec. 126  Log 74844. Limitation on retirement of E–3 Airborne Warning and Control System aircraft. 
 Sec. 127  Log 74834. Minimum inventory of C–130 aircraft. 
 Sec. 128  Log 74841. Requirements study and acquisition strategy for the combat search and rescue mission of the Air Force. 
 Subtitle D—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters 
 Sec. 131 [Log 75088]. Increase Air Force and Navy use of used commercial dual-use parts in certain aircraft and engines. 
 Sec. 132  Log 75361. Assessment and report on military rotary wing aircraft industrial base.   
  A Authorization of Appropriations 
  101  Log 74943. Authorization of appropriations Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2023 for procurement for the Army, the Navy and the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the Space Force, and Defense-wide activities, as specified in the funding table in section 4101.  
  B Navy Programs 
  111  Log 75186. Requirements relating to EA–18G aircraft of the Navy Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) by redesignating subsection (f) as subsection (g); and 
  (2) by inserting after subsection (e) the following new subsection: 
  
  (f) 
  (1) 
  (A) The Secretary of the Navy may not— 
  (i) retire an EA–18G aircraft; 
  (ii) prepare to retire an EA–18G aircraft; 
  (iii) place an EA–18G aircraft in active storage status or inactive storage status; or 
  (iv) keep an EA–18G aircraft in a status considered excess to the requirements of the possessing command and awaiting disposition instructions. 
  (B) The prohibition under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to individual EA–18G aircraft that the Secretary of the Navy determines, on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission capable and uneconomical to repair because of aircraft accidents or mishaps. 
  (2) 
  (A) Beginning on October 1, 2022, the Secretary of the Navy shall maintain a total aircraft inventory of EA–18G aircraft of not less than 158 aircraft, of which not less than 126 aircraft shall be coded as primary mission aircraft inventory. 
  (B) The Secretary of the Navy may reduce the number of EA–18G aircraft in the inventory of the Navy below the minimum number specified in subparagraph (A) if the Secretary determines on a case-by-case basis, that an aircraft is no longer mission capable and uneconomical to repair because of aircraft accidents or mishaps. 
  (C) In this paragraph, the term  primary mission aircraft inventory means aircraft assigned to meet the primary aircraft authorization— 
  (i) to a unit for the performance of its wartime mission; 
  (ii) to a training unit for technical and specialized training for crew personnel or leading to aircrew qualification; 
  (iii) to a test unit for testing of the aircraft or its components for purposes of research, development, test, and evaluation, operational test and evaluation, or to support testing programs; or 
  (iv) to meet requirements for missions not otherwise specified in clauses (i) through (iii). .  
  112  Log 74780. Multiyear procurement authority for Arleigh Burke class destroyers 
  (a) Findings; sense of Congress 
  (1) Findings Congress makes the following findings: 
  (A) The DDG Flight III destroyer is the most capable large surface combatant in the world-wide inventory of the Department of Defense. 
  (B) The Department plans to retire 18 large surface combatants over the next five years. 
  (C) Under the future-years defense plan, the Department plans to procure two DDGs per year over the next five years. 
  (2) Sense of Congress It is the sense of Congress that— 
  (A) the loss of aggregate fire power due to the retirement of 18 large surface combatants over the next five years is cause for concern; 
  (B) the Department should continue to procure large surface combatants at the fastest possible rate based on industrial base capacity; and 
  (C) the Department should maximize savings and provide stability to the large surface combatant industrial base through the use of multiyear procurement contracts for the maximum number of ships, realized at a consistent number of ships per year. 
  (b) Authority for multiyear procurement Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear contracts for the procurement of up to 15 Arleigh Burke class Flight III guided missile destroyers. 
  (c) Authority for advance procurement The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, beginning in fiscal year 2023, for advance procurement associated with the destroyers for which authorization to enter into a multiyear procurement contract is provided under subsection (b), and for systems and subsystems associated with such destroyers in economic order quantities when cost savings are achievable. 
  (d) Condition for out-year contract payments A contract entered into under subsection (b) shall provide that any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2023 is subject to the availability of appropriations or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year. 
  (e) Limitation The Secretary of the Navy may not modify a contract entered into under subsection (b) if the modification would increase the target price of the destroyer by more than 10 percent above the target price specified in the original contract or the destroyer under subsection (b).  
  113 [Log 75460]. Authority for certain procurements for the Ship-to-Shore Connector program 
  (a) Contract authority The Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts, beginning with fiscal year 2023, for the procurement of up to 25 Ship-to-Shore Connector class craft and associated material. 
  (b) Liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) that total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.  
  114  Log 75085. Authority to procure airframes and engines for CH–53K King Stallion heavy-lift helicopters 
  (a) Contract authority During fiscal years 2023 and 2024, the Secretary of the Navy may enter into— 
  (1) a single contract for the procurement of up to 30 airframes in support of the CH–53K heavy-lift helicopter program; and 
  (2) a single contract for the procurement of up to 90 engines in support of such program. 
  (b) Liability Any contract entered into under subsection (a) shall provide that— 
  (1) any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of appropriations for that purpose; and 
  (2) that total liability of the Federal Government for termination of any contract entered into shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated to the contract at time of termination.  
  115  Log 74842. Quarterly briefings on the CH–53K King Stallion helicopter program 
  (a) In general Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and on a quarterly basis thereafter through the end of fiscal year 2024, the Secretary of the Navy shall provide to the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives a briefing on the progress of the CH–53K King Stallion helicopter program. 
  (b) Elements Each briefing under subsection (a) shall include, with respect to the CH–53K King Stallion helicopter program, the following: 
  (1) An overview of the program schedule. 
  (2) A statement of the total cost of the program as of the date of the briefing, including the cost of development, testing, and production. 
  (3) A comparison of the total cost of the program relative to the original acquisition program baseline and the most recently approved acquisition program baseline as of the date of the briefing. 
  (4) An assessment of the flight testing that remains to be conducted under the program, including any testing required for validation of correction of technical deficiencies. 
  (5) An update on the status of the correction of technical deficiencies under the program and any effects on the program schedule resulting from the discovery and correction of such deficiencies. 
  (c) Conforming repeal Section 132 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116–92; 133 Stat. 1238) is repealed.   
  C Air Force Programs 
  121  Log 75373. Modification of inventory requirements for aircraft of the combat air forces 
  (a) Total fighter aircraft inventory requirements Section 9062(i)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by striking  1,970 and inserting  1,800. 
  (b) A–10 minimum inventory requirements 
  (1) Section 134(d) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 130 Stat. 2038) is amended by striking  171 and inserting  153. 
  (2) Section 142(b)(2) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92; 129 Stat. 755 ) is amended by striking  171 and inserting  153. 
  (c) Modification of limitation on availability of funds for destruction of A–10 aircraft in storage status Section 135(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 130 Stat. 2039) is amended by striking  the report required under section 134(e)(2) and inserting  a report that includes the information described in section 134(e)(2)(C).  
  122  Log 74800. Modification of minimum inventory requirement for air refueling tanker aircraft 
  (a) Minimum inventory requirement 
  (1) In general Section 9062(j) of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (A) by striking  effective October 1, 2019,; and 
  (B) by striking  479 each place it appears and inserting  466. 
  (2) Effective date The amendments made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on October 1, 2022. 
  (b) Prohibition on reduction of KC–135 aircraft in PMAI of the reserve components 
  (1) In general None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 for the Air Force may be obligated or expended to reduce the number of KC–135 aircraft designated as primary mission aircraft inventory within the reserve components of the Air Force. 
  (2) Primary mission aircraft inventory defined In this subsection, the term  primary mission aircraft inventory has the meaning given that term in section 9062(i)(2)(B) of title 10, United States Code.  
  123  Log 75185. Requirements relating to F–22 aircraft Section 9062 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
  
  (k) 
  (1) 
  (A) The Secretary of the Air Force may not— 
  (i) retire an F–22 aircraft; 
  (ii) prepare to retire an F–22 aircraft; or 
  (iii) keep an F–22 aircraft in a status considered excess to the requirements of the possessing command and awaiting disposition instructions (commonly referred to as  XJ status). 
  (B) The prohibition under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to individual F–22 aircraft that the Secretary of the Air Force determines, on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission capable and uneconomical to repair because of aircraft accidents or mishaps. 
  (2) 
  (A) Beginning on October 1, 2022, the Secretary of the Air Force shall maintain a total aircraft inventory of F–22 aircraft of not less than 186 aircraft. 
  (B) The Secretary of the Air Force may reduce the number of F–22 aircraft in the inventory of the Air Force below the minimum number specified in subparagraph (A) if the Secretary determines on a case-by-case basis, that an aircraft is no longer mission capable and uneconomical to repair because of aircraft accidents or mishaps. 
  (3) Not later than October 1, 2029, the Secretary of the Air Force shall ensure that all F–22 aircraft of the Air Force are equipped with— 
  (A) Block 30/35 mission systems, sensors, and weapon employment capabilities; or 
  (B) mission systems, sensors, and weapon employment capabilities more advanced than those described in subparagraph (A). .  
  124 [Log 74848]. Repeal of Air Force E–8C force presentation requirement Section 147 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 132 Stat. 1669) is amended by striking subsection (f).  
  125  Log 75581. Prohibition on availability of funds for retirement of C–40 aircraft 
  (a) Prohibition None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 for the Air Force may be obligated or expended to retire, prepare to retire, or place in storage or on backup aircraft inventory status any C–40 aircraft. 
  (b) Exception 
  (1) In general The limitation under subsection (a) shall not apply to an individual C–40 aircraft that the Secretary of the Air Force determines, on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission capable because of a Class A mishap. 
  (2) Certification required If the Secretary determines under paragraph (1) that an aircraft is no longer mission capable, the Secretary shall submit to the congressional defense committees a certification that the status of such aircraft is due to a Class A mishap and not due to lack of maintenance or repairs or other reasons. 
  126  Log 74844. Limitation on retirement of E–3 Airborne Warning and Control System aircraft 
  (a) Limitation The Secretary of the Air Force may not retire or prepare to retire more than a total of 10 E–3 Airborne Warning and Control System aircraft until a period of 30 days has elapsed following the date on which the Secretary of the Air Force submits the report required under subsection (b). 
  (b) Report required 
  (1) In general The Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the airborne warning and control capabilities and capacity of the Air Force.  
  (2) Elements The report under subsection (a) shall include the following: 
  (A) An assessment of— 
  (i) the airborne warning and control capabilities and capacity of the Air Force as of the date of the report; and 
  (ii) the airborne warning and control capabilities and capacity needed to meet the future requirements of the Air Force.  
  (B) Identification of— 
  (i) air moving target indicator and battle management and command and control requirements as of the date of the report; 
  (ii) the number of such requirements being fulfilled by the current fleet of 31 E–3 aircraft or other capabilities; and 
  (iii) the number of such requirements that would be fulfilled by a reduced fleet of 16 E–3 aircraft. 
  (C) An assessment of whether and to what extent a reduced fleet of 16 E–3 aircraft would affect the level of support provided to the operations of the geographic combatant commands. 
  (D) A comparison of the capabilities of the E–3 aircraft with the capabilities of the E–7 aircraft that is proposed as a replacement for the E–3 aircraft.  
  (E) A comparison of the capacity required to satisfy both current and future air moving target indicator and battle management and command and control requirements. 
  (F) An acquisition strategy for the E–7 aircraft proposed as a replacement for the E–3 aircraft that is— 
  (i) approved by the Secretary of the Air Force; and 
  (ii) includes cost and schedule data, plans for training and fielding, and an assessment of possible courses of action to accelerate the proposed acquisition.  
  127  Log 74834. Minimum inventory of C–130 aircraft 
  (a) Minimum inventory requirement 
  (1) In general During the covered period, the Secretary of the Air Force shall maintain a total inventory of C–130 aircraft of not less than 271 aircraft. 
  (2) Exception  The Secretary of the Air Force may reduce the number of C–130 aircraft in the Air Force below the minimum number specified in subsection (a) if the Secretary determines, on a case-by-case basis, that an aircraft is no longer mission capable because of a mishap or other damage. 
  (3) Covered period defined In this subsection, the term  covered period means the period— 
  (A) beginning at the close of the period described in section 138(c) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117–81; 135 Stat. 1577); and 
  (B) ending on October 1, 2028. 
  (b) Prohibition on reduction of C–130 aircraft assigned to National Guard 
  (1) In general During fiscal year 2023, the Secretary of the Air Force may not reduce the total number of C–130 aircraft assigned to the National Guard below the number so assigned as of the date of the enactment of this Act. 
  (2) Exception The prohibition under paragraph (1) shall not apply to an individual C–130 aircraft that the Secretary of the Air Force determines, on a case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission capable because of a mishap or other damage.  
  128  Log 74841. Requirements study and acquisition strategy for the combat search and rescue mission of the Air Force 
  (a) Requirements study 
  (1) In general The Secretary of the Air Force shall conduct a study to determine the requirements for the combat search and rescue mission of the Air Force in support of the objectives of the National Defense Strategy. 
  (2) Elements The study under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
  (A) Identification of anticipated combat search and rescue mission requirements necessary to meet the objectives of the most recent National Defense Strategy, including— 
  (i) requirements for short-term, mid-term, and long-term contingency and steady-state operations against adversaries; 
  (ii)  requirements under the Agile Combat Employment operational scheme of the Air Force; 
  (iii) requirements relating to regions and specific geographic areas that are expected to have a need for combat search and rescue forces based on the combat-relevant range and penetration capability of United States air assets and associated weapon systems; and 
  (iv) the level of operational risk associated with each likely requirement and scenario. 
  (B) An assessment of the rotary, tilt, and fixed wing aircraft and key combat search and rescue enabling capabilities that— 
  (i) are needed to meet the requirements identified under subparagraph (A); and 
  (ii) have been accounted for in the budget of the Air Force as of the date of the study. 
  (C) Identification of any combat search and rescue capability gaps, including an assessment of— 
  (i) whether and to what extent such gaps may affect the ability of the Air Force to conduct combat search and rescue operations; 
  (ii) any capability gaps that may be created by procuring fewer HH–60W aircraft than planned under the program of record, including any expected changes to the plan for fielding such aircraft for active, reserve, and National Guard units; and 
  (iii) any capability gaps attributable to unfunded requirements. 
  (D) Identification and assessment of key current, emerging, and future technologies with potential application to the combat search and rescue mission, including electric vertical takeoff and landing, unmanned aerial systems, armed air launched effects or similar armed capabilities, or a combination of such technologies. 
  (E) An assessment of each technology identified under subparagraph (D), including (as applicable) an assessment of— 
  (i) technology maturity; 
  (ii) suitability to the combat search and rescue mission; 
  (iii) range; 
  (iv) speed; 
  (v) payload capability and capacity; 
  (vi) radio frequency and infrared signatures; 
  (vii) operational conditions required for the use of such technology, such as runway availability; 
  (viii) survivability; 
  (ix) lethality; 
  (x) potential to support combat missions other than combat search and rescue; and 
  (xi) estimated cost. 
  (3) Submittal to Congress 
  (A) In general Not later than March 30, 2023, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the results of the study under paragraph (1). 
  (B) Form The report required under subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex.  
  (b) Acquisition strategy 
  (1) In general Based on the results of the study conducted under subsection (a), the Secretary of the Air Force shall develop a strategy for the acquisition of capabilities to meet the requirements identified under such study. 
  (2) Elements The acquisition strategy under paragraph (1) shall include— 
  (A) A prioritized list of the capabilities needed to meet the requirements identified under subsection (a). 
  (B) The estimated costs of such capabilities, including— 
  (i) any amounts already budgeted for such capabilities as of the date of the strategy, including amounts already budgeted for emerging and future technologies; and  
  (ii) any amounts not already budgeted for such capabilities as of such date. 
  (C) An estimate of the date by which the capability is expected to become operational. 
  (D) A description of any requirements identified under subsection (a) that the Secretary of the Air Force does not expect to meet as part of the acquisition strategy and an explanation of the reasons such requirements cannot be met. 
  (3) Submittal to Congress 
  (A) In general Not later than June 1, 2023, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the acquisition strategy developed under paragraph (1). 
  (B) Form The report required under subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex.   
  D Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters 
  131 [Log 75088]. Increase Air Force and Navy use of used commercial dual-use parts in certain aircraft and engines 
  (a) In general Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, with respect to the Air Force, and the Secretary of the Navy, with respect to the Navy, shall develop and implement processes and procedures for— 
  (1) the acquisition of used, overhauled, reconditioned, and remanufactured commercial dual-use parts; and 
  (2) the use of such commercial-dual use parts, to the extent practicable, in all— 
  (A) commercial derivative aircraft and engines; and 
  (B) aircraft used by the Air Force or Navy that are based on the design of commercial products. 
  (b) Procurement of parts The processes and procedures implemented under subsection (a) shall provide that commercial dual-use parts shall be acquired— 
  (1) pursuant to competitive procedures (as defined in section 3012 of title 10, United States Code); and 
  (2) only from suppliers that provide parts that possess an Authorized Release Certificate Federal Aviation Administration Form 8130-3 Airworthy Approval Tag from a certified repair station pursuant to part 145 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations. 
  (c) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) Commercial derivative The term  commercial derivative means an item procured by the Department of Defense that is or was produced using the same or similar production facilities, a common supply chain, and the same or similar production processes that are used for the production of the item as predominantly used by the general public or by nongovernmental entities for purposes other than governmental purposes. 
  (2) Commercial dual-use parts The term  commercial dual-use parts means a product that is— 
  (A) a commercial product; 
  (B) dual-use; 
  (C) described in subsection (b)(2); and 
  (D) not a life limited part. 
  (3) Commercial product The term  commercial product has the meaning given such term in section 103 of title 41, United States Code. 
  (4) Dual-use The term  dual-use has the meaning given such term in section 4801 of title 10, United States Code.  
  132  Log 75361. Assessment and report on military rotary wing aircraft industrial base 
  (a) Assessment required The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in coordination with the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, shall conduct an assessment of the military rotary wing aircraft industrial base. 
  (b) Elements The assessment under subsection (a) shall include the following: 
  (1) 
  (A) Identification of each rotary wing aircraft program of the Department of Defense that is in the research and development or procurement phase. 
  (B) A description of any platform-specific or capability-specific facility or workforce technical skill requirements necessary for each program identified under subparagraph (A). 
  (2) Identification of— 
  (A) the rotary wing aircraft capabilities of each Armed Force anticipated for programming beyond the period covered by the most recent future-years defense program submitted to Congress under section 221 of title 10, United States Code (as of the date of the assessment); and 
  (B) the technologies, facilities, and workforce skills necessary for the development of such capabilities. 
  (3) An assessment of the military industrial base capacity and skills that are available (as of the date of the assessment) to design and manufacture the platforms and capabilities identified under paragraphs (1) and (2) and a list of any gaps in such capacity and skills. 
  (4) 
  (A) Identification of each component, subcomponent, or equipment supplier in the military rotary wing aircraft industrial base that is the sole source within such industrial base from which that component, subcomponent, or equipment may be obtained. 
  (B) An assessment of any risk resulting from the lack of other suppliers for such components, subcomponents, or equipment. 
  (5) Analysis of the likelihood of future consolidation, contraction, or expansion, within the rotary wing aircraft industrial base, including— 
  (A) identification of the most probable scenarios with respect to such consolidation, contraction, or expansion; and 
  (B) an assessment of how each such scenario may affect the ability of the Armed Forces to acquire military rotary wing aircraft in the future, including any effects on the cost and schedule of such acquisitions. 
  (6) Such other matters the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment determines appropriate. 
  (c) Report 
  (1) In general Concurrently with the submission of the next annual report required to be submitted under section 4814 of title 10, United States Code, after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report that includes— 
  (A) the results of the assessment conducted under subsection (a); and 
  (B) based on such results, recommendations for reducing any risks identified with respect to the military rotary wing aircraft industrial base. 
  (2) Form The report required under paragraph (1) may be submitted as an appendix to the annual report required to be submitted under section 4814 of title 10, United States Code. 
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 Subtitle A—Maritime Administration 
 Sec. 3501 [Log 74788]. Authorization of the Maritime Administration. 
 Sec. 3502 [Log 75072]. Secretary of Transportation responsibility with respect to cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by other Federal departments and agencies. 
 Sec. 3503 [Log 75067]. United States marine highway program. 
 Sec. 3504 [Log 75068]. Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning. 
 Subtitle B—Merchant Marine Academy 
 Sec. 3511 [Log 74792]. Appointment of Superintendent of United States Merchant Marine Academy. 
 Sec. 3512 [Log 75391]. Exemption of certain students from requirement to obtain merchant mariner license. 
 Sec. 3513 [Log 75071]. Protection of cadets from sexual assault onboard vessels. 
 Sec. 3514 [Log 74790]. Requirements relating to training of Merchant Marine Academy cadets on certain vessels. 
 Sec. 3515 [Log 75032]. Reports on matters relating to the United States Merchant Marine Academy. 
 Subtitle C—Vessels 
 Sec. 3521 [Log 75396]. Waiver of navigation and vessel-inspection laws. 
 Sec. 3522 [Log 75070]. Certificates of numbers for undocumented vessels. 
 Sec. 3523 [Log 75498]. Recapitalization of National Defense Reserve Fleet. 
 Subtitle D—Reports and Other Matters 
 Sec. 3531 [Log 75069]. Port and Intermodal Improvement Program grants for emission mitigation measures. 
 Sec. 3532 [Log 75465]. National maritime transportation report and strategy.   
  A Maritime Administration 
  3501 [Log 74788]. Authorization of the Maritime Administration 
  (a) In general There are authorized to be appropriated to the Department of Transportation for fiscal year 2023 for programs associated with maintaining the United States merchant marine, the following amounts: 
  (1) For expenses necessary for operations of the United States Merchant Marine Academy, $99,748,000, of which— 
  (A) $87,848,000 shall be for Academy operations; and 
  (B) $11,900,000 shall be for capital asset management at the Academy. 
  (2) For expenses necessary to support the State maritime academies, $120,700,000, of which— 
  (A) $2,400,000 is for the Student Incentive Program; 
  (B) $6,000,000 is for direct payments; 
  (C) $6,800,000 is for training ship fuel assistance; 
  (D) $30,500,000 for school ship maintenance and repair; and 
  (E) $75,000,000 for the National Security Multi-Mission Vessel. 
  (3) For expenses necessary to support Maritime Administration operations and programs, Headquarters Operations, $67,433,000. 
  (4) For expenses necessary to dispose of vessels in the National Defense Reserve Fleet, $6,000,000. 
  (5) For expenses necessary to maintain and preserve a United States flag merchant marine to serve the national security needs of the United States under chapter 531 of title 46, United States Code, $318,000,000. 
  (6) For expenses necessary for the loan guarantee program authorized under chapter 537 of title 46, United States Code, $33,000,000, of which— 
  (A) $30,000,000 may be used for the cost (as defined in section 502(5) of the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661a(5))) of loan guarantees under the program; and 
  (B) $3,000,000 may be used for administrative expenses relating to loan guarantee commitments under the program. 
  (7) For expenses necessary to provide for the Tanker Security Fleet, as authorized under chapter 534 of title 46, United States Code, $60,000,000. 
  (8) For expenses necessary to support maritime environmental and technical assistance activities authorized under section 50307 of title 46, United States Code, $15,000,000. 
  (9) For expenses necessary to support marine highway program activities authorized under chapter 556 of such title, $15,000,000. 
  (10) For expenses necessary to provide assistance to small shipyards and for the maritime training program authorized under section 54101 of title 46, United States Code, $25,000,000. 
  (11) For expenses necessary to implement the port infrastructure development activities authorized under subsections (a) and (b) of section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, $685,000,000. 
  (12) For expenses necessary to provide for sealift contested environment evaluation, $2,000,000. 
  (13) For expenses necessary to provide for National Defense Reserve Fleet resiliency, $800,000. 
  (14) For expenses necessary to provide for training ship State of Maine maritime training platform requirements, $1,200,000. 
  (b) Limitation None of the amounts authorized to be appropriated for port infrastructure development activities under subsection (a)(11) may be used to provide a grant to purchase fully automated cargo handling equipment that is remotely operated or remotely monitored, with or without the exercise of human intervention or control, if the Secretary of Transportation determines such equipment would result in a net loss of jobs within a port or port terminal.  
  3502 [Log 75072]. Secretary of Transportation responsibility with respect to cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by other Federal departments and agencies 
  (a) In general Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the Maritime Administration shall issue a final rule to implement and enforce section 55305(d) of title 46, United States Code. 
  (b) Programs of other agencies Section 55305(d)(2)(A) of title 46, United States Code, is amended by inserting after  section the following:  and annually submit to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a report on the administration of such programs.  
  3503 [Log 75067]. United States marine highway program 
  (a) United States marine highway program Section 55601 of title 46, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
  
  55601. United States marine highway program 
  (a) Establishment There is in the Department of Transportation a program, to be known as the  United States marine highway program.  
  (b) Criteria In order to be designated as a marine highway transportation route under subsection (c) or as a marine highway transportation project under subsection (d), a route or project shall— 
  (1) provide a coordinated and capable alternative to landside transportation; 
  (2) mitigate or relieve landside congestion; or 
  (3) promote marine highway transportation. 
  (c) Marine highway transportation routes The Secretary may— 
  (1) designate a route that meets the criteria under subsection (b) as a marine highway transportation route; and 
  (2) collect and disseminate data related to such designation.  
  (d) Project designation The Secretary may— 
  (1) designate a project that meets the criteria under subsection (b) as a marine highway transportation project if the Secretary determines that such project uses vessels documented under chapter 121 and— 
  (A) develops, expands, or promotes— 
  (i) marine highway transportation services; 
  (ii) shipper utilization of marine highway transportation; or 
  (iii) port and landside infrastructure for which assistance is not available under section 54301; or 
  (B) implements strategies developed under section 5560; and 
  (2) conduct research on solutions to impediments to such projects. 
  (e) Assistance 
  (1) In general The Secretary may make grants, or enter into contracts or cooperative agreements, to implement a marine highway transportation project designated under subsection (e) or a component of such a project. 
  (2) Application To be eligible to receive a grant or to enter into a contract or cooperative agreement under this subsection, an applicant shall— 
  (A) submit to the Secretary an application in such form and manner, at such time, and containing such information as the Secretary may require; and 
  (B) demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Secretary that— 
  (i) the proposed project is financially viable; 
  (ii) the funds received under the grant, contract, or cooperative agreement will be spent or used efficiently and effectively; and 
  (iii) a market exists for the services of the proposed project, as evidenced by contracts or written statements of intent from potential customers. 
  (3) Non-Federal share Not more than 80 percent of the funding for any project for which funding is provided under this subsection may come from Federal sources. 
  (4) Preference for financially viable projects  In awarding grants or entering in contracts or cooperative agreements under this subsection, the Secretary shall give a preference to those projects or components that present the most financially viable transportation services and require the lowest percentage Federal share of the costs. 
  (f) Additional program activities In carrying out the program established under subsection (a), the Secretary of Transportation may— 
  (1) coordinate with ports, State departments of transportation, localities, other public agencies, and appropriate private sector entities on the development of landside facilities and infrastructure to support marine highway transportation; and 
  (2) develop performance measures for the program. . 
  (b) Clerical amendment The analysis for chapter 556 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by striking the item relating to section 55601 and inserting the following:  
  
  
 55601. United States marine highway program. .  
  3504 [Log 75068]. Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning 
  (a) Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning Chapter 556 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by inserting after section 55602 the following: 
  
  55603. Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning 
  (a) In general The Secretary, in consultation with Federal entities, State and local governments, and appropriate private sector entities, may develop strategies to encourage the use of marine highway transportation for transportation of passengers and cargo. 
  (b) Strategies If the Secretary develops strategies under subsection (a), the Secretary may— 
  (1) assess the extent to which States and local governments include marine highway transportation and other marine transportation solutions in transportation planning; 
  (2) encourage State departments of transportation to develop strategies, where appropriate, to incorporate marine highway transportation, ferries, and other marine transportation solutions for regional and interstate transport of freight and passengers in transportation planning; and 
  (3) encourage groups of States and multistate transportation entities to determine how marine highways can address congestion, bottlenecks, and other interstate transportation challenges.  . 
  (b) Clerical amendment The analysis for chapter 556 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by striking the item relating to section 55603 and inserting the following:  
  
  
 55603. Multistate, State, and regional transportation planning. .  
  B Merchant Marine Academy 
  3511 [Log 74792]. Appointment of Superintendent of United States Merchant Marine Academy Subsection (c) of section 51301 of title 46, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
  
  (c) Superintendent The immediate command of the United States Merchant Marine Academy shall be in the Superintendent of the Academy, who shall be appointed by the Secretary of Transportation and subject to the direction of the Maritime Administrator under the general supervision of the Secretary of Transportation. .  
  3512 [Log 75391]. Exemption of certain students from requirement to obtain merchant mariner license Section 51309 of title 46, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:  
  
  (d) Exemption from requirement to obtain license The Secretary may modify or waive the requirements of section 51306(a)(2) for students who provide reasonable concerns with obtaining a merchant mariner license, including fear for safety while at sea after instances of trauma, medical condition, or inability to obtain required sea time or endorsement so long as such inability is not due to a lack of proficiency or violation of Academy policy. The issuance of a modification or waiver under this subsection shall not delay or impede graduation from the Academy. .   
  3513 [Log 75071]. Protection of cadets from sexual assault onboard vessels 
  (a) In general Section 51322 of title 46, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the following: 
  
  (a) Safety criteria The Maritime Administrator, after consulting with the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall establish— 
  (1) criteria, to which an owner or operator of a vessel engaged in commercial service shall adhere prior to carrying a cadet performing their Sea Year service from the United States Merchant Marine Academy, that addresses prevention of, and response to, sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking; and 
  (2) a process for collecting pertinent information from such owners or operators and verifying their compliance with the criteria. 
  (b) Minimum standards At a minimum, the criteria established under subsection (a) shall require the vessel owners or operators to have policies that address— 
  (1) communication between a cadet and an individual ashore who is trained in responding to incidents of sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking; 
  (2) the safety and security of cadet staterooms while a cadet is onboard the vessel; 
  (3) requirements for crew to report complaints or incidents of sexual assault, sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking consistent with the requirements in section 10104; 
  (4) the maintenance of records of reports of sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking onboard a vessel carrying a cadet; 
  (5) the maintenance of records of sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking training as required under subsection (f); 
  (6) a requirement for the owner or operator provide each cadet a copy of the policies and procedures related to sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking policies that pertain to the vessel on which they will be employed; and 
  (7) any other issues the Maritime Administrator determines necessary to ensure the safety of cadets during Sea Year training. 
  (c) Self-certification by owners or operators The Maritime Administrator shall require the owner or operator of any commercial vessel that is carrying a cadet from the United States Merchant Marine Academy to annually certify that— 
  (1) the vessel owner or operator is in compliance with the criteria established under subsection (a); and 
  (2) the vessel is in compliance with the International Convention of Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (32 UST 47) and sections 8106 and 70103(c). 
  (d) Information, training, and resources The Maritime Administrator shall ensure that a cadet participating in Sea Year— 
  (1) receives training specific to vessel safety, including sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking prevention and response training, prior to the cadet boarding a vessel for Sea Year training; 
  (2) is equipped with an appropriate means of communication and has been trained on its use; 
  (3) has access to a helpline to report incidents of sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking that is monitored by trained personnel; and 
  (4) is informed of the legal requirements for vessel owners and operators to provide for the security of individuals onboard, including requirements under section 70103(c) and chapter 81. ; 
  (2) by redesignating subsections (b) through (d) as subsections (e) through (g), respectively;  
  (3) in subsection (e), as so redesignated, by striking paragraph (2) and inserting the following new paragraphs: 
  
  (2) Access to information The vessel operator shall make available to staff conducting a vessel check such information as the Maritime Administrator determines is necessary to determine whether the vessel is being operated in compliance with the criteria established under subsection (a). 
  (3) Removal of students If staff of the Academy or staff of the Maritime Administration determine that a commercial vessel is not in compliance with the criteria established under subsection (a), the staff— 
  (A) may remove a cadet of the Academy from the vessel; and 
  (B) shall report such determination of non-compliance to the owner or operator of the vessel. ; 
  (4) in subsection (f), as so redesignated, by striking  or the seafarer union and inserting  and the seafarer union; and  
  (5) by adding at the end the following: 
  
  (h) Noncommercial vessels 
  (1) In general A public vessel (as defined in section 2101) shall not be subject to the requirements of this section. 
  (2) Requirements for participation The Maritime Administrator may establish criteria and requirements that the operators of public vessels shall meet to participate in the Sea Year program of the United States Merchant Marine Academy that addresses prevention of, and response to, sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking. . 
  (b) Regulations 
  (1) In general The Maritime Administrator may prescribe rules necessary to carry out the amendments made by this section. 
  (2) Interim rules The Maritime Administrator may prescribe interim rules necessary to carry out the amendments made by this section. For this purpose, the Maritime Administrator in prescribing rules under paragraph (1) is excepted from compliance with the notice and comment requirements of section 553 of title 5, United States Code. All rules prescribed under the authority of the amendments made by this section shall remain in effect until superseded by a final rule.  
  (c) Conforming amendments 
  (1) Sea Year compliance Section 3514 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (46 U.S.C. 51318 note) is repealed. 
  (2) Access of Academy cadets to DOD SAFE or equivalent helpline Section 3515 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (46 U.S.C. 51518 note) is amended by striking subsection (b) and redesignating subsection (c) as subsection (b).  
  3514 [Log 74790]. Requirements relating to training of Merchant Marine Academy cadets on certain vessels 
  (a) Requirements relating to protection of cadets from sexual assault onboard vessels 
  (1) In general Subsection (b) of section 51307 of title 46, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
  
  (b) Sea Year Cadets on certain vessels 
  (1) Requirements The Secretary shall require an operator of a vessel participating in the Maritime Security Program under chapter 531 of this title, the Cable Security Fleet under chapter 532 of this title, or the Tanker Security Fleet under chapter 534 of this title to— 
  (A) carry on each Maritime Security Program vessel, Cable Security Fleet vessel, or Tanker Security Fleet vessel 2 United States Merchant Marine Academy cadets, if available, on each voyage; and 
  (B) implement and adhere to policies, programs, criteria, and requirements established pursuant to section 51322 of this title.  
  (2) Failure to implement or adhere to requirements Failure to implement or adhere to the policies, programs, criteria, and requirements referred to in paragraph (1)(B) may, as determined by the Maritime Administrator, constitute a violation of an operating agreement entered into under chapter 531, 532, or 533 of this title and the Maritime Administrator may— 
  (A) require the operator to take corrective actions; or 
  (B) withhold payment due to the operator until the violation, as determined by the Maritime Administrator, has been remedied. 
  (3) Withheld payments Any payment withheld pursuant to paragraph (2)(B) may be paid, upon a determination by the Maritime Administrator that the operator is in compliance with the policies, programs, criteria, and requirements referred to in paragraph (1)(B).  . 
  (2) Applicability Paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of section 51307, as amended by paragraph (1), shall apply with respect to any failure to implement or adhere to the policies, programs, criteria, and requirements referred to in paragraph (1)(B) of such subsection that occurs on or after the date that is one year after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
  (b) Requirements for Government-owned vessels Subsection (c) of such section is amended— 
  (1) in the subsection heading by striking   Military sealift command vessels and inserting   Government-owned vessels;  
  (2) in paragraph (1), by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and adjusting the margins accordingly; 
  (3) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, and adjusting the margins accordingly; 
  (4) by inserting before subparagraph (A), as so redesignated, the following: 
  
  (1) In general Consistent with the purpose of the United States Merchant Marine Academy, as described in section 51301(b) of this chapter, vessels owned or chartered by the United States Government, including vessels of the United States Coast Guard, United States Navy, Military Sealift Command, are proper vessels for training cadets. 
  (2) Military sealift command vessels ; 
  (5) in subparagraph (A), as so redesignated, by striking  paragraph (2) and inserting  subparagraph (B); and 
  (6) in subparagraph (B), as so redesignated, by striking  paragraph (1) and inserting  subparagraph (A). 
  (c) Conforming amendments Title 46, United States Code, is further amended— 
  (1) in section 53106(a)(2), by inserting  or section 51307(b) after  this section; 
  (2) in section 53206(a)(2), by inserting  or section 51307(b) after  this section; and 
  (3) in section 53406(a), by inserting  or section 51307(b) after  this section.  
  3515 [Log 75032]. Reports on matters relating to the United States Merchant Marine Academy 
  (a) Report on implementation of NAPA recommendations 
  (1) In general In accordance with paragraph (3), the Secretary of Transportation shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees reports on the status of the implementation of the recommendations specified in paragraph (4). 
  (2) Elements Each report under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
  (A) A description of the status of the implementation of each recommendation specified in paragraph (4), including whether the Secretary— 
  (i) concurs with the recommendation; 
  (ii) partially concurs with the recommendation; or 
  (iii) does not concur with the recommendation. 
  (B) An explanation of— 
  (i) with respect to a recommendation with which the Secretary concurs, the actions the Secretary intends to take to implement such recommendation, including— 
  (I) any rules, regulations, policies, or other guidance that have been issued, revised, changed, or cancelled as a result of the implementation of the recommendation; and 
  (II) any impediments to the implementation of the recommendation; 
  (ii) with respect to a recommendation with which the Secretary partially concurs, the actions the Secretary intends to take to implement the portion of such recommendation with which the Secretary concurs, including— 
  (I) intermediate actions, milestone dates, and the expected completion date for the implementation of the portion of the recommendation; and 
  (II) any rules, regulations, policies, or other guidance that are expected to be issued, revised, changed, or cancelled as a result of the implementation of the portion of the recommendation; 
  (iii) with respect to a recommendation with which the Secretary does not concur, an explanation of why the Secretary does not concur with such recommendation; and  
  (iv) any statutory changes that may be necessary— 
  (I) to fully implement the recommendations specified in paragraph (4) with which the Secretary concurs; or 
  (II) to partially implement the recommendations specified in such paragraph with which the Secretary partially concurs. 
  (C) A visual depiction of the status of the completion of the recommendations specified in paragraph (4).  
  (3) Timing of reports The Secretary of Transportation shall submit an initial report under paragraph (1) not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act. Following the submittal of the initial report, the Secretary shall submit updated versions of the report not less frequently than once every 180 days until the date on which the Secretary submits to the appropriate congressional committees a certification that each recommendation specified in paragraph (4)— 
  (A) with which the Secretary concurs— 
  (i) has been fully implemented; or 
  (ii) cannot be fully implemented, including an explanation of why; and 
  (B) with which the Secretary partially concurs— 
  (i) has been partially implemented; or 
  (ii) cannot be partially implemented, including an explanation of why. 
  (4) Recommendations specified The recommendations specified in this paragraph are the recommendations set forth in the report prepared by a panel of the National Academy of Public Administration pursuant to section 3513 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116–92; 133 Stat. 1979) titled  Organizational Assessment of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy: A Path Forward, dated November 2021.  
  (b) Report on implementation of policy relating to sexual harassment and other matters Not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report on the status of the implementation the policy on sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking at the United States Merchant Marine Academy as required under section 51318 of title 46, United States Code. 
  (c) Appropriate congressional committees defined In this section, the term  appropriate congressional committees means— 
  (1) the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate; and 
  (2) the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.  
  C Vessels 
  3521 [Log 75396]. Waiver of navigation and vessel-inspection laws Section 501 of title 46, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (b)(1) by inserting  on a vessel specific basis after  those laws; and  
  (2) in subsection (c)(1)— 
  (A) by inserting  and the individual requesting such waiver (if not the owner or operator of the vessel) before  shall submit; 
  (B) in subparagraph (C) by striking  and;  
  (C) by redesignating subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D), as subparagraphs (C), (D), and (G), respectively; 
  (D) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the following:  
  
  (B) the name of the owner and operator of the vessel;  ; and  
  (E) by inserting after subparagraph (D), as so redesignated, the following:  
  
  (E) a description of the cargo carried; 
  (F) an explanation as to why the waiver is necessary in the interest of national defense; and  .  
  3522 [Log 75070]. Certificates of numbers for undocumented vessels Section 12304(a) of title 46, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) by striking  shall be pocketsized,; and 
  (2) by inserting  in hard copy or digital form. Any certificate issued in hard copy under this section shall be pocketsized. The certificate shall be after  and may be.  
  3523 [Log 75498]. Recapitalization of National Defense Reserve Fleet 
  (a) In general The Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Chief of Naval Operations and the Commandant of the Coast Guard, shall direct the Maritime Administrator to carry out a program under which the Administrator— 
  (1) shall complete the design of a roll-on, roll-off cargo vessel for the National Defense Reserve Fleet to allow for the construction of such vessel to begin in fiscal year 2024; and 
  (2) subject to the availability of appropriations, shall have an entity enter into a contract for the construction of not more than ten such vessels in accordance with this section. 
  (b) Construction and documentation requirements A vessel constructed pursuant to this section shall meet the requirements for and be issued a certificate of documentation and a coastwise endorsement under chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code. 
  (c) Design standards and construction practices Subject to subsection (b), a vessel constructed pursuant to this section shall be constructed using commercial design standards and commercial construction practices that are consistent with the best interests of the Federal Government. 
  (d) Consultation with other Federal entities The Maritime Administrator may consult and coordinate with the Secretary of the Navy regarding the vessel described in subsection (a) and activities associated with such vessel. 
  (e) Contracting The Maritime Administrator shall provide for an entity other than the Maritime Administration to contract for the construction of the vessel described in subsection (a). 
  (f) Limitation on Use of Funds for Used Vessels Amounts authorized to be appropriated by this or any other Act for use by the Maritime Administration to carry out this section may not be used for the procurement of any used vessel.  
  D Reports and Other Matters 
  3531 [Log 75069]. Port and Intermodal Improvement Program grants for emission mitigation measures 
  (a) In general For each of fiscal years 2023 through 2027, the Secretary of Transportation shall treat a project described in subsection (b) as an eligible project under paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of section 54301 of title 46, United States Code, for purposes of making grants under such subsection. 
  (b) Projects described A project described in this subsection is a project to provide shore power at a port that services passenger vessels described in section 3507(k) of title 46, United States Code.   
  3532 [Log 75465]. National maritime transportation report and strategy 
  (a) National maritime transportation report Not later than October 31, 2023, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a national maritime transportation report. Such report shall include each of the following: 
  (1) An analysis of the causes for the decline in the number of vessels documented under chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code and operating in the international trade. 
  (2) An examination of the national security and economic requirements for the United States merchant marine during peacetime and during surge and sustained national defense sealift that addresses— 
  (A) whether existing United States-flag shipping, maritime labor, and shipbuilding and repair capacity is sufficient to fulfill such sealift requirements; and 
  (B) if such capacity is not sufficient, the capacity, including naval auxiliary ships, that would be needed during a major conflict by— 
  (i) the military for strategic sealift; and 
  (ii) the private sector to sustain the economy. 
  (3) An evaluation of the contracting procedures for United States Government cargo transport and a determination of whether such policies ensure sufficient access to vessels documented under chapter 121 of title 46, United States Code. 
  (4) A review of the objectives under section 50101(a) of title 46, United States Code, and a determination of the extent to which legislation, programs, policies, and regulations adopted since the adoption of such objectives in the Merchant Marine Act, 1936 have aligned with such objectives. 
  (5) A comparison between the subsidy programs of other beneficial flag programs and the existing support programs in the United States.  
  (b) National maritime transportation strategy Not later than October 31, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a national maritime transportation strategy. Such strategy shall include each of the following: 
  (1) Recommendations to encourage the growth of shipping by United States-flag and United States-owned vessels and the growth of the United States shipbuilding industrial base that are— 
  (A) sufficient for national and economic security; 
  (B) consistent with the objectives and policy under section 50101 of title 46, United States Code; 
  (C) compatible with international treaties and agreements governing maritime safety, security, and environmental protection; and 
  (D) compatible with rapidly evolving maritime transportation technology. 
  (2) Recommendations to increase the size of the United States-flagged fleet and increase the pool of United States mariners through— 
  (A) bolstering existing funding sources; 
  (B) new funding; or 
  (C) new programs. 
  (c) Independent entity preparation The Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter into an agreement with an appropriate non-Department of Defense entity that specializes in maritime research under which such entity shall prepare the report and strategy required under this section. 
  (d) Consultation requirement In carrying out this section, the Secretary of Defense shall consult with— 
  (1) the Secretary of Transportation, acting through the Maritime Administrator; and 
  (2) the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard operating, acting through the Commandant of the Coast Guard. 
  (e) Appropriate congressional committees In this section, the term  appropriate congressional committees means— 
  (1) the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of the Representatives; and 
  (2) the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation of the Senate. 
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  X General Provisions 
 
 Subtitle A—Financial Matters 
 Sec. 1001 [Log 74946]. General transfer authority. 
 Sec. 1002 [Log 74947]. Determination of budgetary effects. 
 Subtitle B—Counterdrug Activities 
 Sec. 1011 [Log 74920]. Extension of authority to support a unified counterdrug and counterterrorism campaign in Colombia. 
 Subtitle C—Naval Vessels and Shipyards 
 Sec. 1021 [Log 74782]. Navy consultation with Marine Corps on major decisions directly concerning Marine Corps amphibious force structure and capability. 
 Sec. 1022 [Log 74781]. Number of Navy operational amphibious ships. 
 Sec. 1023 [Log 75535]. Availability of funds for retirement or inactivation of landing dock ships. 
 Sec. 1024 [Log 75534]. Availability of funds for retirement or inactivation of guided missile cruisers. 
 Sec. 1025 [Log 75569]. Business case analyses on disposition of certain Government-owned dry-docks. 
 Subtitle D—Counterterrorism 
 Sec. 1031 [Log 74887]. Prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to certain countries. 
 Subtitle E—Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations 
 Sec. 1041 [Log 75173]. Modification of authority for humanitarian demining assistance and stockpiled conventional munitions assistance. 
 Sec. 1042 [Log 75491]. Security clearances for recently separated members of the Armed Forces and civilian employees of the Department of Defense. 
 Subtitle F—Studies and Reports 
 Sec. 1061 [Log 75565]. Briefing on Global Force Management Allocation Plan. 
 Sec. 1062 [Log 74904]. Extension and modification of reporting requirement regarding enhancement of information sharing and coordination of military training between Department of Homeland Security and Department of Defense. 
 Sec. 1063 [Log 75075]. Continuation of requirement for annual report on National Guard and reserve component equipment. 
 Sec. 1064 [Log 75483]. Combatant command risk assessment for airborne intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance. 
 Sec. 1065 [Log 75202]. Reports on effects of strategic competitor naval facilities in Africa. 
 Sec. 1066 [Log 75048]. Annual reports on safety upgrades to the high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle fleets. 
 Sec. 1067 [Log 74911]. Quarterly reports on Operation Spartan Shield. 
 Sec. 1068 [Log 74816]. Congressional notification of military information support operations in the information environment. 
 Sec. 1069 [Log 74815]. Department of Defense delays in providing comments on Government Accountability Office reports. 
 Sec. 1070 [Log 75555]. Reports on hostilities involving United States Armed Forces. 
 Sec. 1071 [Log 74912]. Annual report on civilian casualties in connection with United States military operations. 
 Subtitle G—Other Matters 
 Sec. 1081 [Log 75564]. Technical and conforming amendments. 
 Sec. 1082  Log 75419. Ronald V. Dellums Memorial Fellowship for Women of Color in STEAM. 
 Sec. 1083 [Log 75163]. Combating military reliance on Russian energy. 
 Sec. 1084 [Log 74913]. Commission on Civilian Harm. 
 Sec. 1085 [Log 74914]. Department of Defense Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation.   
  A Financial Matters 
  1001 [Log 74946]. General transfer authority 
  (a) Authority to transfer authorizations 
  (1) Authority Upon determination by the Secretary of Defense that such action is necessary in the national interest, the Secretary may transfer amounts of authorizations made available to the Department of Defense in this division for fiscal year 2023 between any such authorizations for that fiscal year (or any subdivisions thereof). Amounts of authorizations so transferred shall be merged with and be available for the same purposes as the authorization to which transferred. 
  (2) Limitation Except as provided in paragraph (3), the total amount of authorizations that the Secretary may transfer under the authority of this section may not exceed $6,000,000,000. 
  (3) Exception for transfers between military personnel authorizations A transfer of funds between military personnel authorizations under title IV shall not be counted toward the dollar limitation in paragraph (2). 
  (b) Limitations The authority provided by subsection (a) to transfer authorizations— 
  (1) may only be used to provide authority for items that have a higher priority than the items from which authority is transferred; and 
  (2) may not be used to provide authority for an item that has been denied authorization by Congress. 
  (c) Effect on authorization amounts A transfer made from one account to another under the authority of this section shall be deemed to increase the amount authorized for the account to which the amount is transferred by an amount equal to the amount transferred. 
  (d) Notice to Congress The Secretary shall promptly notify Congress of each transfer made under subsection (a).  
  1002 [Log 74947]. Determination of budgetary effects The budgetary effects of this Act, for the purpose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be determined by reference to the latest statement titled  Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legislation for this Act, submitted for printing in the Congressional Record by the Chairman of the House Budget Committee, provided that such statement has been submitted prior to the vote on passage.   
  B Counterdrug Activities 
  1011 [Log 74920]. Extension of authority to support a unified counterdrug and counterterrorism campaign in Colombia Section 1021 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public Law 108–375; 118 Stat. 2042), as most recently amended by section 1007 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117–81; 135 Stat. 1889), is further amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking  2023 and inserting  2025; and 
  (2) in subsection (c), by striking  2023 and inserting  2025.  
  C Naval Vessels and Shipyards 
  1021 [Log 74782]. Navy consultation with Marine Corps on major decisions directly concerning Marine Corps amphibious force structure and capability 
  (a) In general Section 8026 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting  or amphibious force structure and capability after  Marine Corps aviation.  
  (b) Clerical amendments 
  (1) Section heading The heading of such section is amended by inserting   or amphibious force structure and capability. 
  (2) Table of sections The table of sections at the beginning of chapter 803 of such title is amended by striking the item relating to section 8026 and inserting the following new item: 
  
  
 8026. Consultation with Commandant of the Marine Corps on major decisions directly concerning Marine Corps aviation or amphibious force structure and capability. .  
  1022 [Log 74781]. Number of Navy operational amphibious ships Section 8062 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
  
  (g) The naval combat forces of the Navy shall include not less than 31 operational amphibious ships, comprised of LSD–41 class ships, LSD–49 class ships, LPD–17 class ships, LPD–17 Flight II class ships, LHD–1 class ships, LHA–6 Flight 0 class ships, and LHA–6 Flight I class ships. For purposes of this subsection, an operational amphibious ship includes an amphibious ship that is temporarily unavailable for worldwide deployment due to routine or scheduled maintenance or repair. .  
  1023 [Log 75535]. Availability of funds for retirement or inactivation of landing dock ships None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 for the Department of Defense may be obligated or expended to retire, prepare to retire, inactivate, or place in storage any of the following ships: 
  (1) USS Germantown (LSD-42). 
  (2) USS Gunston Hall (LSD-44). 
  (3) USS Tortuga (LSD-46). 
  (4) USS Ashland (LSD-48).  
  1024 [Log 75534]. Availability of funds for retirement or inactivation of guided missile cruisers 
  (a) In general Subject to subsection (b), none of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2023 for the Department of Defense may be obligated or expended to retire, prepare to retire, inactivate, or place in storage more than four guided missile cruisers. 
  (b) USS Vicksburg The USS Vicksburg may not be retired, prepared to retire, inactivated, or placed in storage pursuant to subsection (a).  
  1025 [Log 75569]. Business case analyses on disposition of certain Government-owned dry-docks
  (a) AFDM-10 Not later than March 1, 2023, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees the results of a business case analysis under which the Secretary shall present a comparison of the following four options for Auxiliary Floating Dock, Medium-10 in Seattle, Washington (in this section referred to as  AFDM-10):
  (1) The continued use of AFDM-10, in the same location and under the same lease authorities in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (2) The relocation and use of AFDM-10 in alternate locations under the same lease authorities in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (3) The relocation and use of AFDM-10 in alternate locations under alternative lease authorities.
  (4) The conveyance of AFDM-10 at a fair market rate to an appropriate non-Government entity with expertise in the non-nuclear ship repair industry.
  (b) Graving dock at Naval Base, San Diego Not later than March 1, 2023, the Secretary of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense committees the results of a business case analysis under which the Secretary shall present a comparison of the following two options for the Government-owned graving dock at Naval Base San Diego, California:
  (1) The continued use of such graving dock, in accordance with the utilization strategy described in the May 25, 2022 report to Congress entitled  Navy Dry Dock Strategy for Surface Ship Maintenance and Repair.
  (2) The lease of such graving dock to an appropriate non-Government entity with expertise in the non-nuclear ship repair industry.  
  D Counterterrorism 
  1031 [Log 74887]. Prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of individuals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to certain countries No amounts authorized to be appropriated or otherwise made available for the Department of Defense may be used during the period beginning on the date of the enactment of this Act and ending on December 31, 2023, to transfer, release, or assist in the transfer or release of any individual detained in the custody or under the control of the Department of Defense at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the custody or control of any country, or any entity within such country, as follows: 
  (1) Libya. 
  (2) Somalia. 
  (3) Syria. 
  (4) Yemen.  
  E Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations 
  1041 [Log 75173]. Modification of authority for humanitarian demining assistance and stockpiled conventional munitions assistance 
  (a) Location of assistance Section 407 of title 10, United States Code, is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
  (A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A)— 
  (i) by striking  carry out and inserting  provide; and 
  (ii) by striking  in a country and inserting  to a country; and 
  (B) in subparagraph (A), by striking  in which the activities are to be carried out and inserting  to which the assistance is to be provided; and 
  (2) in subsection (d)— 
  (A) in paragraph (1)— 
  (i) by striking  in which and inserting  to which; and 
  (ii) by striking  carried out and inserting  provided; 
  (B) in paragraph (2), by striking  carried out in and inserting  provided to; 
  (C) in paragraph (3)— 
  (i) by striking  in which and inserting  to which; and 
  (ii) by striking  carried out and inserting  provided; and 
  (D) in paragraph (4), by striking  in carrying out such assistance in each such country and inserting  in providing such assistance to each such country. 
  (b) Expenses Subsection (c) of such section 407 is amended— 
  (1) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end the following new subparagraph: 
  
  (C) Travel, transportation, and subsistence expenses of foreign personnel to attend training provided by the Department of Defense under this section. ; and 
  (2) in paragraph (3), by striking  $15,000,000 and inserting  $20,000,000. 
  (c) Report Subsection (d) of such section 407, as amended by subsection (a)(2) of this section, is further amended in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by striking  include in the annual report under section 401 of this title a separate discussion of and inserting  submit to the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on.  
  1042 [Log 75491]. Security clearances for recently separated members of the Armed Forces and civilian employees of the Department of Defense 
  (a) Improvements 
  (1) In general Except as provided in subsection (b), beginning on the date on which a covered individual separates from the Armed Forces or the Department of Defense (as the case may be), if the Secretary of Defense determines that the covered individual held a security clearance immediately prior to such separation and requires a security clearance of an equal or lower level for employment as a covered contractor, the Secretary shall— 
  (A) during the one-year period following such date, treat the previously held security clearance as an active security clearance for purposes of such employment; and 
  (B) during the two-year period following the conclusion of the period specified in subparagraph (A), ensure that the adjudication of any request submitted by the covered employee for the reactivation of the previously held security clearance for purposes of such employment is completed by not later than 180 days after the date of such submission. 
  (2) Coast Guard In the case of a member of the Armed Forces who is a member of the Coast Guard, the Secretary of Defense shall carry out paragraph (1) in consultation with the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating. 
  (b) Exceptions 
  (1) In general Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect to a covered individual— 
  (A) whose previously held security clearance is, or was as of the date of separation of the covered individual, under review as a result of one or more potentially disqualifying factors or conditions that have not been fully investigated or mitigated; or 
  (B) in the case of a member of the Armed Forces, who separated from the Armed Forces under other than honorable conditions. 
  (2) Clarification of review exception The exception specified in paragraph (1)(A) shall not apply with respect to a routine periodic reinvestigation or a continuous vetting investigation in which no potentially disqualifying factors or conditions have been found. 
  (c) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  covered contractor means an individual who is employed by an entity that carries out work under a contract with the Department of Defense or an element of the intelligence community. 
  (2) The term  covered individual means a former member of the Armed Forces or a former civilian employee of the Department of Defense. 
  (3) The term  intelligence community has the meaning given that term in section 3 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).   
  F Studies and Reports 
  1061 [Log 75565]. Briefing on Global Force Management Allocation Plan Section 1074(c) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117–81) is amended by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
  
  (4) For each major modification to global force allocation made during the preceding fiscal year that deviated from the Global Force Management Allocation Plan for that fiscal year— 
  (A) an analysis of the costs of such modification; 
  (B) an assessment of the risks associated with such modification, including strategic risks, operational risks, and risks to readiness; and 
  (C) a description of any strategic trade-offs associated with such modification. .  
  1062 [Log 74904]. Extension and modification of reporting requirement regarding enhancement of information sharing and coordination of military training between Department of Homeland Security and Department of Defense Section 1014 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328) is amended— 
  (1) in subsection (d)(3), by striking  December 31, 2023 and inserting  December 31, 2024; and 
  (2) by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
  
  (f) Quarterly briefings Not later than 30 days after the last day of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives a briefing on any assistance provided by the Department of Defense to the border security mission of the Department of Homeland Security at the international borders of the United States during the quarter covered by the briefing. Each such briefing shall include each of the elements specified in subsection (d)(1)(B) for such quarter. .  
  1063 [Log 75075]. Continuation of requirement for annual report on National Guard and reserve component equipment 
  (a) In general Section 1080(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92; 129 Stat. 1000; 10 U.S.C. 111 note) does not apply to the report required to be submitted to Congress under section 10541 of title 10, United States Code. 
  (b) Conforming repeal Section 1061(c) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328); 130 Stat. 2402; 10 U.S.C. 111 note) is amended by striking paragraph (62).  
  1064 [Log 75483]. Combatant command risk assessment for airborne intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
  (a) In general Not later than 60 days after the date on which the Secretary of Defense submits to Congress the materials in support of the budget for any fiscal year, or the date on which any of the military departments otherwise proposes to retire or otherwise divest any airborne intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities, the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the commanders of each of the geographic combatant commands, shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report containing an assessment of the level of operational risk to each such command posed by the proposed retirement or divestment with respect to the capability of the command to meet near-, mid-, and far-term contingency and steady-state requirements against adversaries in support of the objectives of the national defense strategy under section 113(g) of title 10, United States Code. 
  (b) Risk assessment In assessing levels of operational risk for the purposes of subsection (a), the Vice Chairman and the commanders of the geographic combatant commands shall use the military risk matrix of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, as described in CJCS Instruction 3401.01E, or any successor instruction. 
  (c) Geographic combatant command In this section, the term  geographic combatant command means any of the following: 
  (1) United States European Command. 
  (2) United States Indo-Pacific Command. 
  (3) United States Africa Command. 
  (4) United States Southern Command. 
  (5) United States Northern Command. 
  (6) United States Central Command. 
  (d) Termination The requirement to submit a report under this section shall terminate on the date that is five years after the date of the enactment of this Act.  
  1065 [Log 75202]. Reports on effects of strategic competitor naval facilities in Africa 
  (a) Initial report 
  (1) In general Not later than May 15, 2023, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report on the effects on the national security of the United States of current or planned covered naval facilities in Africa. 
  (2) Elements The report required under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
  (A) An identification of— 
  (i) any location in Africa where a covered naval facility has been established; and 
  (ii) any location in Africa where a covered naval facility is planned for construction. 
  (B) A detailed description of— 
  (i) any agreement entered into between China or Russia and a country or government in Africa providing for or enabling the establishment or operation of a covered naval facility in Africa; and 
  (ii) any efforts by the Department of Defense to change force posture, deployments, or other activities in Africa as a result of current or planned covered naval facilities in Africa. 
  (C) An assessment of— 
  (i) the effect that each current covered naval facility has had on United States interests, allies, and partners in and around Africa; 
  (ii) the effect that each planned covered naval facility is expected to have on United States interests, allies, and partners in and around Africa; 
  (iii) the policy objectives of China and Russia in establishing current and future covered naval facilities at the locations identified under subparagraph (A); and 
  (iv) the specific military capabilities supported by each current or planned covered naval facility. 
  (b) Update to report 
  (1) In general Not later than March 1, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report containing an update to the report required under subsection (a).  
  (2) Elements The report required under paragraph (1) shall include the following: 
  (A) An identification of— 
  (i) any location in Africa where a covered naval facility has been established since the date of the submittal of the report under subsection (a); and 
  (ii) any location in Africa where a covered naval facility has been planned for construction since such date. 
  (B) A detailed description of— 
  (i) any agreement entered into between China or Russia and country or government in Africa since such date providing for or enabling the establishment of a covered naval facility in Africa; and 
  (ii) any efforts by the Department of Defense since such date to change force posture, deployments, or other activities in Africa as a result of current or planned covered naval facilities in Africa.  
  (C) An updated assessment of— 
  (i) the effect that each current covered naval facility has had on United States interests, allies, and partners in and around Africa since such date; 
  (ii) the effect that each planned covered naval facility has had on United States interests, allies, and partners in and around Africa since such date; 
  (iii) the policy objectives of China and Russia, including new objectives and changes to objectives, in establishing current and future covered naval facilities at the locations identified in the report required under subsection (a) or in subparagraph (A); and 
  (iv) the specific military capabilities supported by each current or planned covered naval facility at such locations, including new capabilities and changes to capabilities. 
  (D) A detailed description of— 
  (i) the policy of the Department of Defense surrounding strategic competitor efforts to establish and maintain covered naval facilities in Africa; and 
  (ii) any actual or planned actions taken by the Department in response to such efforts and in coordination with global Department priorities, as identified in the national defense strategy under section 113(g) of title 10, United States Code. 
  (c) Form A report required under subsection (a) or (b) shall be submitted in unclassified form without any designation relating to dissemination control, but may include a classified annex. 
  (d) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  Africa means all countries in the area of operations of United States Africa Command and Egypt. 
  (2) The term  appropriate congressional committees means— 
  (A) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the House of Representatives; and 
  (B) the Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign Relations, and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate. 
  (3) The term  covered naval facility means a naval facility owned, operated, or otherwise controlled by the People’s Republic of China or the Russian Federation. 
  (4) The term  naval facility means a naval base, civilian sea port with dual military uses, or other facility intended for the use of warships or other naval vessels for refueling, refitting, resupply, force projection, or other military purposes.  
  1066 [Log 75048]. Annual reports on safety upgrades to the high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle fleets 
  (a) Annual reports Not later than March 1, 2023, and annually thereafter until the date specified in subsection (c), the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force shall each submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representatives a report on the installation of safety upgrades to the high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle fleets under the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned, including anti-lock brakes, electronic stability control, and fuel tanks. 
  (b) Matters for inclusion Each report required under subsection (a) shall include, for the year covered by the report, each of the following: 
  (1) The total number of safety upgrades necessary for the high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle fleets under the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned. 
  (2) The total cumulative number of such upgrades completed prior to the year covered by the report. 
  (3) A description of any such upgrades that were planned for the year covered by the report. 
  (4) A description of any such upgrades that were made during the year covered by the report and, if the number of such upgrades was less than the number of upgrades planned for such year, an explanation of the variance. 
  (5) If the total number of necessary upgrades has not been made, a description of the upgrades planned for each year subsequent to the year covered by the report. 
  (c) Termination No report shall be required under this section after March 1, 2026.  
  1067 [Log 74911]. Quarterly reports on Operation Spartan Shield 
  (a) In general The Inspector General of the Department of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees, and make publicly available on an appropriate website of the Department, quarterly reports on Operation Spartan Shield in a manner consistent with section 8L of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.). 
  (b) Form of reports Each report required under subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may contain a classified annex. 
  (c) Deadline for first report The Inspector General shall submit the first quarterly report required under subsection (a) by not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.  
  1068 [Log 74816]. Congressional notification of military information support operations in the information environment 
  (a) In general Not later than 15 days before the Secretary of Defense exercises the authority of the Secretary to conduct a new military information support operation in the information environment, as affirmed in section 1631(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116–92; 10 U.S.C. 397 note), the Secretary shall provide to the appropriate congressional committees notice in writing of the intent to use such authority to conduct such operation. 
  (b) Elements A notification under subsection (a) shall include each of the following: 
  (1) A description of the type of support to be provided in the operation. 
  (2) A description of the personnel engaged in supporting or facilitating the operation. 
  (3) The amount obligated under the authority to provide support. 
  (4) The expected duration of the operation and the desired outcome of the operation. 
  (c) Annual report Not later than 90 days after the last day of any fiscal year during which the Secretary conducts a military support operation in the information environment, the Secretary shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report on all such operations during such fiscal year. Such report shall include each of the following for each activity conducted pursuant to such an operation: 
  (1) The name of the activity. 
  (2) A description of the activity. 
  (3) The combatant command responsible for the activity. 
  (4) The desired outcome of the activity. 
  (5) The target audience for the activity. 
  (6) Any means of dissemination used in the conduct of the activity. 
  (7) The cost of conducting the activity. 
  (8) An assessment of the effectiveness of the activity. 
  (d) Appropriate congressional committees In this section, the term  appropriate congressional committees means— 
  (1) the congressional defense committees; 
  (2) the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives; and 
  (3) the Select Committee on Intelligence and the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.  
  1069 [Log 74815]. Department of Defense delays in providing comments on Government Accountability Office reports 
  (a) Reports required Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and once every 180 days thereafter until the date that is 2 years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the extent to which the Department of Defense provided comments and sensitivity and security reviews (for drafts tentatively identified as containing controlled unclassified information or classified information) in a timely manner and in accordance with the protocols of the Government Accountability Office during the 180-day period preceding the date of the submittal of the report. 
  (b) Requirements for GAO report Each report under subsection (a) shall include the following information for the period covered by the report: 
  (1) The number of draft Government Accountability Office reports for which the Government Accountability Office requested comments from the Department of Defense, including an identification of the reports for which a sensitivity or security review was requested (separated by reports potentially containing only controlled unclassified information and reports potentially containing classified information) and the reports for which such a review was not requested. 
  (2) The median and average number of days between the date of the request for Department of Defense comments and the receipt of such comments. 
  (3) The average number of days between the date of the request for a Department of Defense sensitivity or security review and the receipt of the results of such review. 
  (4) In the case of any such draft report for which the Department of Defense failed to provide such comments or review within 30 days of the request for such comments or review— 
  (A) the number of days between the date of the request and the receipt of such comments or review; and 
  (B) a unique identifier, for purposes of identifying the draft report. 
  (5) In the case of any such draft report for which the Government Accountability Office provided an extension to the Department of Defense— 
  (A) whether the Department provided the comments or review within the time period of the extension; and 
  (B) a unique identifier, for purposes of identifying the draft report. 
  (6) Any other information the Comptroller General determines appropriate. 
  (c) DOD responses Not later than 30 days after the Comptroller General submits a report under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a response to such report that includes each of the following: 
  (1) An identification of factors that contributed to any delays identified in the report with respect to Department of Defense comments and sensitivity or security reviews requested by the Government Accountability Office. 
  (2) A description of any actions the Department of Defense has taken or plans to take to address such factors. 
  (3) A description of any improvements the Department has made in the ability to track timeliness in providing such comments and sensitivity or security reviews. 
  (4) Any other information the Secretary determines relevant to the information contained in the report submitted by the Comptroller General.  
  1070 [Log 75555]. Reports on hostilities involving United States Armed Forces 
  (a) In general Not later than 48 hours after any incident in which the United States Armed Forces are involved in an attack or hostilities, whether in an offensive or defensive capacity, the President shall transmit to the congressional defense committees, the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on the incident, unless the President— 
  (1) otherwise reports the incident within 48 hours pursuant to section 4 of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1543); or 
  (2) has determined prior to the incident, and so reported pursuant to section 1264 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (50 U.S.C. 1549), that the United States Armed Forces involved in the incident would be operating under specific statutory authorization within the meaning of section 5(b) of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)). 
  (b) Matters to be included Each report required by subsection (a) shall include— 
  (1) the statutory and operational authorities under which the United States Armed Forces were operating when the incident occurred, including any relevant executive orders and an identification of the operational activities authorized under any such executive orders; 
  (2) the date, location, and duration of the incident and the other parties involved; 
  (3) a description of the United States Armed Forces involved in the incident and the mission of such Armed Forces; 
  (4) the numbers of any combatant casualties and civilian casualties that occurred as a result of the incident; and 
  (5) any other information the President determines appropriate. 
  (c) Form Each report required by subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include a classified annex. 
  1071 [Log 74912]. Annual report on civilian casualties in connection with United States military operations Section 1057(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 is amended—
  (1) in paragraph (1), by striking  that were confirmed, or reasonably suspected, to have resulted in civilian casualties and inserting  that resulted in civilian casualties that have been confirmed or are reasonably suspected to have occurred;
  (2) in paragraph (2)—
  (A) in subparagraph (B), by inserting  , including, to the extent practicable, geographic coordinates of any strike resulting in civilian casualties occurring as a result of the conduct of the operation. after  location;
  (B) in subparagraph (D), by inserting before the period the following:  , including the justification for each strike conducted as part of the operation; and 
  (C) in subparagraph (E), by inserting before the period at the end the following:  , formulated as a range, if necessary, and including, to the extent practicable, information regarding the number of men, women, and children involved; and
  (D) by adding at the end the following new subparagraphs:
 
  (F) For each strike carried out as part of the operation, an assessment of the destruction of civilian property.
  (G) A summary of the determination of each completed civilian casualty assessment or investigation.
  (H) For each investigation into an incident that resulted in civilian casualties—
  (i) whether the Department conducted any witness interviews or site visits occurred, and if not, an explanation of why not; and
  (ii) whether information pertaining to the incident that was collected by one or more non-governmental entities was considered, if such information exists. ;
  (3) in paragraph (3), by striking  how the Department incorporates information from interviews with witnesses, civilian survivors of United States operations, and public reports or other nongovernmental sources and inserting  any new or updated civilian harm policies and procedures implemented by the Department of Defense; and
  (4) by striking paragraph (4) and redesignating paragraphs (5) through (9) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respectively.   
  G Other Matters 
  1081 [Log 75564]. Technical and conforming amendments 
  (a) Title 10, United States Code Title 10, United States Code, is amended as follows: 
  (1) The table of chapters at the beginning of subtitle A is amended by striking the item relating to the second chapter 19 (relating to cyber matters). 
  (2) Section 113 is amended— 
  (A) in subsection (l)(2)(F), by inserting a period after  inclusion in the armed forces; and  
  (B) in subsection (m), by redesignating the section paragraph (8) as paragraph (9). 
  (3) The section heading for section 2691 is amended by striking   state and inserting   State. 
  (4) Section 3014 is amended by striking  section 4002(a) or 4003 and inserting  section 4021(a) or 4023. 
  (5) Section 4423(e) is amended by striking  section 4003 and inserting  section 4023.  
  (6) Section 4831(a) is amended by striking  section 4002 and inserting  section 4022.  
  (7) Section 4833(c) is amended by striking  section 4002 and inserting  section 4022.  
  (b) NDAA for fiscal year 2022 Effective as of December 27, 2021, and as if included therein as enacted, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117–81) is amended as follows: 
  (1) Section 907(a) is amended by striking  116–283 and inserting  115–232. 
  (c) National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 Effective as of December 27, 2021, and as if included therein as enacted, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116–92) is amended as follows: 
  (1) Section 905 is amended— 
  (A) in subsection (a)(2), by inserting a period at the end; and 
  (B) in subsection (d)(1), by striking  subparagraph (B) and inserting  paragraph (2).  
  (d) National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 Effective as of December 27, 2021, and as if included therein as enacted, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117–81) is amended as follows: 
  (1) Section 932(c)(2)(D) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law 113–66; 10 U.S.C. 2224 note) is amended by striking  of subsection (c)(3) and inserting  paragraph (3).  
  (e) Automatic execution of conforming changes to tables of sections, tables of contents, and similar tabular entries in defense laws 
  (1) Elimination of need for separate conforming amendment Chapter 1 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new section: 
  
  102. Effect of certain amendments on conforming changes to tables of sections, tables of contents, and similar tabular entries 
  (a) Automatic execution of conforming changes When an amendment to a covered defense law adds a section or larger organizational unit to the covered defense law, repeals or transfers a section or larger organizational unit in the covered defense law, or amends the designation or heading of a section or larger organizational unit in the covered defense law, that amendment also shall have the effect of amending any table of sections, table of contents, or similar tabular entries in the covered defense law to alter the table to conform to the changes made by the amendment. 
  (b) Exceptions Subsection (a) shall not apply to an amendment described in such subsection when— 
  (1) the amendment or a clerical amendment enacted at the same time expressly amends a table of sections, table of contents, or similar tabular entries in the covered defense law to alter the table to conform to the changes made by the amendment; or 
  (2) the amendment otherwise expressly exempts itself from the operation of this section. 
  (c) Covered defense law In this section, the term  covered defense law means— 
  (1) this title; 
  (2) titles 32 and 37; 
  (3) any national defense authorization Act that authorizes funds to be appropriated for a fiscal year to the Department of Defense; and 
  (4) any other law designated in the text thereof as a covered defense law for purposes of application of this section. . 
  (2) Conforming amendment The heading of chapter 1 of title 10, United States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
  
  1 Definitions, Rules of Construction, Cross References, and Related Matters . 
  (3) Application of amendment Section 102 of title 10, United States Code, as added by paragraph (1), shall apply to the amendments made by this section and other amendments made by this Act. 
  (f) Coordination With Other Amendments Made by This Act For purposes of applying amendments made by provisions of this Act other than this section, the amendments made by this section shall be treated as having been enacted immediately before any such amendments by other provisions of this Act.  
  1082  Log 75419. Ronald V. Dellums Memorial Fellowship for Women of Color in STEAM 
  (a) Establishment The Secretary of Defense shall establish a fellowship program, which shall be known as the  Ronald V. Dellums Memorial Fellowship for Women of Color in STEAM, to provide scholarships and internships for eligible students with high potential talent in STEAM. 
  (b) Objectives In carrying out the program, the Secretary shall— 
  (1) consult with institutions of higher education and relevant professional associations, nonprofit organizations, and relevant defense industry representatives on the design of the program; and 
  (2) design the program in a manner such that the program— 
  (A) increases awareness of and interest in employment in the Department of Defense among underrepresented students in the STEAM fields, particularly women of color, who are pursuing a degree in a STEAM field; 
  (B) supports the academic careers of underrepresented students, especially women of color, in STEAM fields; and 
  (C) builds a pipeline of women of color with exemplary academic achievements in a STEAM field relevant to national security who can pursue careers in national security and in areas of national need. 
  (c) Components The fellowship program shall consist of— 
  (1) a scholarship program under subsection (d); and 
  (2) an internship program under subsection (e). 
  (d) Selection 
  (1) In general Each fiscal year, subject to the availability of funds, the Secretary shall seek to select at least 30 eligible students to participate in the fellowship program under this section. 
  (2) Students from minority-serving institutions and historically Black colleges and universities The Secretary may not award fewer than 50 percent of the fellowships under this section to eligible students who attend historically Black colleges and universities and minority-serving institutions. 
  (3) Priority In awarding scholarships under this section, the Secretary shall give priority to students who are eligible to receive Federal Pell Grants under section 401 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a). 
  (4) Scholarship 
  (A) Award Each fellow shall receive a scholarship for each academic year of the fellowship program. 
  (B) Amount The amounts of scholarships awarded under this section shall not exceed— 
  (i) $10,000 per student in an academic year; and 
  (ii) $40,000 per student in the aggregate. 
  (C) Use of scholarship funds A fellow who receives a scholarship may only use the scholarship funds to pay for the cost of attendance at an institution of higher education. 
  (5) Consideration of underrepresented students in STEAM fields In awarding a fellowship under this section, the Secretary shall consider— 
  (A) the number and distribution of minority and female students nationally in science and engineering majors; 
  (B) the projected need for highly trained individuals in all fields of science and engineering; 
  (C) the present and projected need for highly trained individuals in science and engineering career fields in which minorities and women are underrepresented; and 
  (D) the lack of minorities and women in national security, especially in science and engineering fields in which such individuals are traditionally underrepresented. 
  (6) Student agreement As a condition of the receipt of a scholarship under this section, a fellow shall agree— 
  (A) to maintain standard academic progress; 
  (B) to complete an internship described in subsection (e) in a manner that the Secretary determines is satisfactory; and 
  (C) upon completion of the degree that the student pursues while in the fellowship program, to work for the Federal Government or in the field of education in the area of study for which the scholarship or fellowship was awarded, for a period specified by the Secretary, which shall not be longer than the period for which scholarship assistance was provided to such student. 
  (7) Enforcement of agreement The Secretary may enforce the agreement under paragraph (6) as the Secretary determines appropriate. 
  (8) Direct hire authority Any appointment of a fellow under paragraph (6)(C) to a position in the Federal Government shall be made without regard to the provisions of section 3304 and sections 3309 through 3318 of title 5, United States Code. 
  (e) Internship 
  (1) In general The Secretary shall establish an internship program that provides each student who is awarded a fellowship under this section with an internship in a an organization or element of the Department of Defense. 
  (2) Requirements Each internship shall— 
  (A) to the extent practicable, last for a period of at least 10 weeks; 
  (B) include a stipend for transportation and living expenses incurred by the fellow during the fellowship; and 
  (C) be completed during the initial 2-year period of the fellowship. 
  (3) Mentorship To the extent practicable, each fellow shall be paired with a mid-level or a senior-level official of the relevant organization or element of the Department of Defense who shall serve as a mentor during the internship. 
  (f) Duration and extensions 
  (1) Duration Each fellowship awarded under this section shall be for a period of two years. 
  (2) Extensions Subject to this paragraphs (3) through (6), a fellow may apply for, and the Secretary may grant, a 1-year extension of the fellowship. 
  (3) Number of extensions There shall be no limit on the number of extensions under paragraph (1) that the Secretary may grant an eligible student. 
  (4) Limitation on degrees A fellow may use an extension of a fellowship under this section for the pursuit of not more than the following number of graduate degrees: 
  (A) Two master’s degrees, each of which must be in a STEAM field. 
  (B) One doctoral degree in a STEAM field. 
  (5) Treatment of extensions An extension granted under this subsection does not count for the purposes of determining— 
  (A) the number of fellowships authorized to be granted for a year under subsection (d)(1); or 
  (B) the percentage of fellowships granted to eligible students for a year, as determined under subsection (d)(2). 
  (6) Extension requirements A fellow may receive an extension under this subsection only if— 
  (A) the fellow is in good academic standing with the institution of higher education in which the fellow is enrolled; 
  (B) the fellow has satisfactorily completed an internship under subsection (e); and 
  (C) the fellow is currently enrolled full-time at an institution of higher education and pursuing, in a STEAM field— 
  (i) a bachelor’s degree; 
  (ii) a master’s degree; or 
  (iii) a doctoral degree. 
  (g) Limitation on administrative costs For each academic year, the Secretary may use not more than 5 percent of the funds made available to carry out this section for administrative purposes, including for purposes of— 
  (1) outreach to institutions of higher education to encourage participation in the program; and 
  (2) promotion of the program to eligible students. 
  (h) Administration of program The Secretary may appoint a lead program officer to administer the program and to market the program among students and institutions of higher education. 
  (i) Reports Not later than 2 years after the date on which the first fellowship is awarded under this section, and each academic year thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a report containing— 
  (1) a description and analysis of the demographic information of students who receive fellowships under this section, including information with respect to such students regarding— 
  (A) race, in the aggregate and disaggregated by the same major race groups as the decennial census of the population; 
  (B) ethnicity; 
  (C) gender identity; 
  (D) eligibility to receive a Federal Pell Grant under section 401 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a); and 
  (E) in the case of graduate students, whether the students would be eligible to receive a Federal Pell Grant under section 401 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a) if they were studying at the undergraduate level; 
  (2) an analysis of the effects of the program; 
  (3) a description of— 
  (A) the total number of students who obtain a degree with fellowship funds each year; and 
  (B) the type and total number of degrees obtained by fellows; and 
  (4) recommendations for changes to the program and to this section to ensure that women of color are being effectively served by such program. 
  (j) Definitions In this section: 
  (1) The term  appropriate congressional committees means— 
  (A) the congressional defense committees; 
  (B)  the Committee on Help, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate; and 
  (C)  the Committee on Education and Labor of the House of Representatives. 
  (2) The term  cost of attendance has the meaning given that term in section 472 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087II). 
  (3) The term  eligible student means an individual who— 
  (A) submits an application for a fellowship under this section; 
  (B) is enrolled, or will be enrolled for the first year for which the student applies for a fellowship, in either the third or fourth year of a four-year academic program; and 
  (C) is enrolled, or will be enrolled for the first year for which the student applies for a fellowship, in an institution of higher education on at least a half-time basis. 
  (4) The term  fellow means a student that was selected for the fellowship program under subsection (d). 
  (5) The term  historically Black college or university has the meaning given the term  part B institution in section 322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1061). 
  (6) The term  institution of higher education has the meaning given the term in section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001). 
  (7) The term  minority-serving institution means an institution specified in section 371(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)). 
  (8) The term  STEAM means science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics. 
  (9) The term  underrepresented student in a STEAM field means a student who is a member of a minority group for which the number of individuals in such group who receive bachelor’s degrees in STEAM fields per 10,000 individuals in such group is substantially fewer than the number of White, non-Hispanic individuals who receive bachelor’s degrees in STEAM fields per 10,000 such individuals.  
  1083 [Log 75163]. Combating military reliance on Russian energy 
  (a) Sense of Congress It is the sense of Congress that— 
  (1) reliance on Russian energy poses a critical challenge for national security activities in area of responsibility of the United States European Command; and 
  (2) in order to reduce the vulnerability of United States military facilities to disruptions caused by reliance on Russian energy, the Department of Defense should establish and implement plans to reduce reliance on Russian energy for all main operating bases in area of responsibility of the United States European Command. 
  (b) Eliminating use of Russian energy It shall be the goal of the Department of Defense to eliminate the use of Russian energy on each main operating base in the area of responsibility of the United States European Command by not later than five years after the date of the completion of an installation energy plan for such base, as required under this section.  
  (c) Installation energy plans for main operating bases 
  (1) Identification of installations Not later than June 1, 2023, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a list of main operating bases within the area of responsibility of the United States European Command ranked according to mission criticality and vulnerability to energy disruption. 
  (2) Submittal of plans Not later than 12 months after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees— 
  (A) an installation energy plan for each main operating base on the list submitted under paragraph (1); and 
  (B) an assessment of the feasibility of reaching the goal for the elimination of the use of Russian energy pursuant to subsection (b) on that base, including— 
  (i) a description of the steps that would be required to meet such goal; and 
  (ii) an analysis of the effects such steps would have on the national security of the United States. 
  (d) Content of plans Each installation energy plan for a main operating base shall include each of the following with respect to that base: 
  (1) An assessment of the energy resilience requirements, resiliency gaps, and energy-related cybersecurity requirements of the base, including with respect to operational technology, control systems, and facilities-related control systems. 
  (2) An identification of investments in technology required to improve energy resilience, reduce demand, strengthen energy conservation, and support mission readiness. 
  (3) An identification of investments in infrastructure, including microgrids, required to strengthen energy resilience and mitigate risk due to grid disturbance. 
  (4) Recommendations related to opportunities for the use of renewable energy, clean energy, nuclear energy, and energy storage projects to reduce dependence on natural gas. 
  (5) An assessment of how the requirements and recommendations included pursuant to paragraphs (2) through (4) interact with the energy policies of the country where the base is located, both at present and into the future. 
  (e) Implementation of plans 
  (1) Deadline for implementation Not later than 30 days after the date on which the Secretary submits an installation energy plan for a base under subsection (c)(2), the Secretary shall— 
  (A) begin implementing the plan; and 
  (B) provide to the congressional defense committees a briefing on the contents of the plan and the strategy of the Secretary for implementing the mitigation measures identified in the plan. 
  (2) Prioritization of certain projects In implementing an installation energy plan for a base under this section, the Secretary shall prioritize projects requested under section 2914 of title 10, United States Code, to mitigate assessed risks and improve energy resilience, energy security, and energy conservation at the base. 
  (3) Nonapplication of certain other authorities Subsection (d) of section 2914 of title 10, United States Code, shall not apply with respect to any project carried out pursuant to this section or pursuant to an installation energy plan for a base under this section. 
  (f) Policy for future bases The Secretary of Defense shall establish a policy to ensure that any new military base in the area of responsibility of the United States European Command is established in a manner that proactively includes the consideration of energy security, energy resilience, and mitigation of risk due to energy disruption. 
  (g) Annual congressional briefings The Secretary of Defense shall provide to the congressional defense committees annual briefings on the installation energy plans required under this section. Such briefings shall include an identification of each of the following: 
  (1) The actions each main operating base is taking to implement the installation energy plan for that base. 
  (2) The progress that has been made toward reducing the reliance of United States bases on Russian energy. 
  (3) The steps being taken and planned across the future-years defense program to meet the goal of eliminating reliance on Russian energy.  
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  (a) Establishment There is hereby established a commission, to be known as the  Commission on Civilian Harm (in this section referred to as the  Commission).
  (b) Responsibilities
  (1) General responsibilities The Commission shall carry out a study of the following:
  (A) Civilian harm resulting from, or incidental to, the use of force by the United States Armed Forces that occurred during the period of inquiry.
  (B) The policies, procedures, rules, and regulations of the Department of Defense for the prevention of, mitigation of, and response to civilian harm that were in effect during the period of inquiry.
  (2) Particular duties In carrying out the general responsibilities of the Commission under paragraph (1), the Commission shall carry out the following:
  (A) Conduct an investigation into the record of the United States with respect to civilian harm during the period of inquiry, including by investigating a representative sample of incidents of civilian harm that occurred where the United States used military force (including incidents confirmed by media and civil society organizations and dismissed by the Department of Defense) by conducting hearings, witness interviews, document and evidence review, and site visits, when practicable.
  (B) Identify the recurring causes of civilian harm, as well as the factors contributing to civilian harm, resulting from the use of force by United States Armed Forces during the period of inquiry and assess whether such causes and factors could be addressed and, if so, whether they were resolved.
  (C) Assess the extent to which the United States Armed Forces have implemented the recommendations of Congress, the Department of Defense, other Government agencies, or civil society organizations, or the recommendations contained in studies sponsored or commissioned by the United States Government, with respect to the protection of civilians and efforts to minimize, investigate, and respond to civilian harm resulting from, or incidental to, United States military operations.
  (D) Assess the responsiveness of the Department of Defense to incidents of civilian harm and the practices for responding to such incidents, including—
  (i) assessments;
  (ii) investigations;
  (iii) acknowledgment; and
  (iv) the provision of compensation payments, including the use of congressionally authorized ex gratia payments, assistance, and other responses.
  (E) Assess the extent to which the United States Armed Forces comply with the rules, procedures, policies, memoranda, directives, and doctrine of the Department of Defense for preventing, mitigating, and responding to civilian harm.
  (F) Assess the extent to which the policies, protocols, procedures, and practices of the Department of Defense for preventing, mitigating, and responding to civilian harm comply with applicable international humanitarian law, applicable international human rights law, and United States law, including the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
  (G) Assess incidents of civilian harm that occurred, or allegedly occurred, during the period of inquiry, by—
  (i) determining whether any such incidents were concealed, and if so by assessing the actions taken to conceal;
  (ii) assessing the policies and procedures for whistle-blowers to report such incidents;
  (iii) determining the extent of the responsiveness and effectiveness of Inspector General oversight, as applicable, regarding reports of incidents of civilian harm; and
  (iv) assessing the accuracy of the United States Government public civilian casualty estimates.
  (H) Assess the short-, medium-, and long-term consequences of incidents of civilian harm that occurred during the period of inquiry on—
  (i) the affected communities, including humanitarian consequences;
  (ii) the strategic interests of the United States; and
  (iii) the foreign policy goals and objectives of the United States.
  (I) Assess the extent to which the Department of Defense Instruction on Responding to Civilian Harm in Military Operations, as required by section 936 of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 10 U.S.C. 134 note), addresses issues identified during the investigation of the Commission and what further measures are needed to address issues that the Commission identifies during its operations.
  (J) Assess the extent to which United States diplomatic goals and objectives were affected by the incidents of civilian harm during the period of inquiry.
  (c) Authorities
  (1) Security clearances The appropriate Federal departments or agencies shall cooperate with the Commission in expeditiously providing to the members and staff of the Commission appropriate security clearances, to the extent possible, pursuant to existing procedures and requirements. No person shall be provided with access to classified information under this section without the appropriate security clearances.
  (2) Hearings and evidence The Commission or, on the authority of the Commission, any portion thereof, may, for the purpose of carrying out this section—
  (A) hold such hearings and sit and act at such times and places, take such testimony, receive such evidence, and administer such oaths as the Commission, or such portion thereof, may determine advisable; and
  (B) provide for the attendance and testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books, records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, and documents as the Commission, or such portion thereof, may determine advisable.
  (3) Inability to obtain documents or testimony In the event that the Commission is unable to obtain testimony or documents needed to conduct its work, the Commission shall notify the congressional defense committees and appropriate investigative authorities.
  (4) Access to information The Commission may secure directly from the Department of Defense any information or assistance that the Commission considers necessary to enable the Commission to carry out the requirements of this section. Upon receipt of a request of the Commission for information or assistance, the Secretary of Defense shall furnish such information or assistance expeditiously to the Commission. Whenever information or assistance requested by the Commission is unreasonably refused or not provided, the Commission shall report the circumstances to Congress without delay.
  (d) Composition
  (1) Number and appointment The Commission shall be composed of 12 members who are civilian individuals not employed by the Federal Government.
  (2) Membership The members shall be appointed as follows:
  (A) The Majority Leader and the Minority Leader of the Senate shall each appoint one member.
  (B) The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Minority Leader shall each appoint one member.
  (C) The Chair and the Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate shall each appoint one member.
  (D) The Chair and the Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed Services of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one member.
  (E) The Chair and the Ranking Member of the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate shall each appoint one member.
  (F) The Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives shall each appoint one member.
  (3) Chair and Vice Chair The Commission shall elect a Chair and Vice Chair from among its members. 
  (4) Deadline for appointment Members shall be appointed to the Commission under paragraph (1) not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (5) Nongovernmental appointees An individual appointed to serve as a member of the Commission may not be an officer or employee of the Federal Government or of any State or local government or a member of the United States Armed Forces serving on active duty.
  (e) Meetings
  (1) Initial meeting The Commission shall meet and begin the operations of the Commission not later than 120 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (2) Quorum; vacancies After its initial meeting, the Commission shall meet upon the call of the Chair or a majority of its members. Five members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum. Any vacancy in the Commission shall not affect its powers, but shall be filled in the same manner in which the original appointment was made.
  (f) Staffing
  (1) Appointment and compensation The Chair, in accordance with rules agreed upon by the Commission, may appoint and fix the compensation of a staff director and such other personnel as may be necessary to enable the Commission to carry out its functions, without regard to the provisions of title 5, United States Code, governing appointments in the competitive service, and without regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classification and General Schedule pay rates, except that no rate of pay fixed under this paragraph may exceed the equivalent of that payable for a position at level V of the Executive Schedule under section 5316 of title 5, United States Code.
  (2) Personnel The Commission shall have the authorities provided in section 3161 of title 5, United States Code, and shall be subject to the conditions set forth in such section, except to the extent that such conditions would be inconsistent with the requirements of this section.
  (3) Personnel as Federal employees
  (A) In general The staff director and any personnel of the Commission who are employees shall be employees under section 2105 of title 5, United States Code, for purposes of chapters 63, 81, 83, 84, 85, 87, 89, and 90 of that title.
  (B) Members of Commission Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to apply to members of the Commission.
  (4) Qualifications Commission personnel should have experience and expertise in areas including—
  (A) international humanitarian law;
  (B) human rights law;
  (C) investigations;
  (D) humanitarian response;
  (E) United States military operations;
  (F) national security policy;
  (G) the languages, histories, and cultures of regions that have experienced civilian harm during the period of inquiry; and
  (H) other such areas the members of the Commission determine necessary to carry out the responsibilities of the Commission under subsection (b).
  (5) Contracting The Commission may, to such extent and in such amounts as are provided in appropriation Acts, enter into contracts to enable the Commission to discharge its duties under this section.
  (6) Consultant services The Commission is authorized to procure the services of experts and consultants in accordance with section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, but at rates not to exceed the daily rate paid a person occupying a position at level IV of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United States Code.
  (g) Reports
  (1) Interim report Not later than June 1, 2024, the Commission shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees an interim report on the study referred to in subsection (b)(1), including the results and findings of such study as of that date.
  (2) Other reports The Commission may, from time to time, submit to the appropriate congressional committees such other reports on such study as the Commission considers appropriate.
  (3) Final report Not later than two years after the date of the appointment of all of the members of the Commission under subsection (d), the Commission shall submit to the appropriate congressional committees a final report on such study. The report shall include—
  (A) the findings of the Commission; and
   (B) recommendations based on the findings of the Commission to improve the prevention, mitigation, assessment, and investigation of incidents of civilian harm.
  (4) Public availability The Commission shall make publicly available on an appropriate internet website an unclassified version of each report submitted by the Commission under this subsection and shall ensure that such versions are minimally redacted only for legitimately classified information.
  (h) Definitions In this section:
  (1) The term  appropriate congressional committees means—
  (A) the congressional defense committees;
  (B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on Oversight and Reform, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of the House of Representatives; and
  (C) the Committee on Foreign Relations, the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.
  (2) The term  civilian harm means—
  (A) the death or injury of a civilian; or
  (B) destruction of civilian property.
  (3) The term  period of inquiry means the period beginning on the date of the enactment of the Authorization for Use of Military Force (Public Law 107–40; 50 U.S.C. 1541 note) and ending on the date of the enactment of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023. 
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  (a) Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation
  (1) In general Chapter 7 of title 10, United States Code, is amended by inserting after section 183a the following new section:
 
  184. Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation
  (a) Establishment The Secretary of Defense shall operate a Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation. The purpose of the center shall be to institutionalize and advance knowledge, practices, and tools for preventing, mitigating, and responding to civilian harm.
  (b) Purpose The Center shall be used to—
  (1) develop more standardized civilian-harm operational reporting and data management processes to improve data collection, sharing, and learning to enable the Department of Defense to better learn from disparate investigations and events;
  (2) develop, recommend, and review guidance, and the implementation of guidance, on how the Department responds to civilian harm;
  (3) develop recommended guidance for addressing civilian harm across the full spectrum of armed conflict and for use in doctrine and operational plans;
  (4) develop and recommend training and exercises for the prevention and investigation of civilian harm;
  (5) develop a repository of civilian casualty and civilian harm information; and
  (6) perform such other functions as the Secretary of Defense may specify.
  (c) Annual report The Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees, and make publicly available on an appropriate website of the Department, an annual report on the activities of the Center. .
  (2) Clerical amendment The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 183a the following new item:
 
 
 184. Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation. .
  (b) Deadline for establishment The Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation, as required under section 184 of title 10, United States Code, as added by subsection (a), shall be established by not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (c) Report to Congress Not later than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense committees a report on the establishment of such Center for Excellence in Civilian Harm Mitigation. 
 




